THE BOOK OF REVELATION
"THE THINGSWHCH ARE"
CHAPTER TWO

THE MESSACGE TO EPHESUS - THE APOSTOLI C CHURCH ( 2: 1-7)
A Beganwitha commendationf or theirw orks
1. They had | abored in patie ncea nd not fain ted
(2:2,3)
2. They had tri ed falsete achers and would n't
tol erate those who weree vili n thechurch (2: 2) .
Inot her words they hads ome st andards as a churc h.
3. The y hatedthe deedsof the Ncooa it ans (2:6 ) . Thewod

means toc onquerth ep eopl ea ndr eferst ot hosewho
overlordedo vero thers. This probablyr eferst oearly

attenptst odivide the demgyandthe laity.
B. Condemned some t hing about their s enice (2: 4)
1. Theyhadl eft t heirfirstlov e(2:4)

Ephesus neansd esiredye t this church didno t have
the pro per desir e for the Lord. Here we see its
not justwh atwe dob ut them oti ve behind it. Are
wedoin gi the cause welo vet he Lord.

2. Thisc hurc hap parentt yh ad the programsandbyt he
wor ld ' s standard s wassuc cessful butth eywere a
back slid ing church bythe Lord's standards because
theylac kedthe properrel atio nshipwith Him.

C Toldt hemtoco rrectt heset hings (2:5)

1. The firs t thingth isi nvol ved wasre pent ance or
havi nga change of hearta ndmind towardChr ist and
thei r servic e.

2. Seco ndlyth ey were todoth e firstw orks- this
meantse rvingt helord Ilik e they did whenth eywere
frstsa  vedor doing thi ngs outo fl ove forC hrist
andn oto therwi se.

D. G ave thema challeng e tocon sider (7)

1. Notethecha |l engetha t Christ hasf ore ach church
isr eveal edinthe way He ispres entedtoth at



church.

2. Herewe note Chris t reveal edt o the churchof
Ephesus ast heOne whois walk ing in themid st
oft hec hurc h.

2. The chal | enge Chri stg ave tot his churchwasmea nt

tor ekin dle their lovefor Him . He saidove rcomers
woul d havet her ig htto the tree of li fe. Since
all true believ ers areove rcomers (I John

5:4,5), wes ee itw asa ne xhortati ond esi gnedt o

bring thembackin toprope r rel ation ship. N otet he
treein Gen. 3:2 2; Rev. 22: 2.
1. THE MESSAGE TO SMYRNA- THE PERSECUTED CHURCH( 2: 8- 11)
A. Comendedth emforwh at theywe resuf fering (9).
1. They were sufferin g trib ulati ons and povert y.
2. Secondly they werepl aguedwi th the devil's crowd.
3. In contr astt o theLa odice anChurchthe y were sai d
tobe rich. The churchhas always been the purest
and most fragrant in imes ofpe rsecuti on.
B. Hadnoc ondemnationn or correctionfo rt heir
servi ce. Theywere apparentysu ff erings wuch
because they were doing whatw as rig ht. Note IIT im.
3:12.

C. Chal enged themtore nain faithful (10).

1. Here we see Christ presented to this church as the
first and the last or the One with power over

death having suffered and tiumphed over it Himself
(8) .
2. The challenge Christ gave them was to be faithful
and they would receivea crownof lifeand notb e
hutby the second deat h. Thisref ersto eternal
life for the believer in contrast to et ern al
punis hnentf or thoseun saved.
3. According to traditon Polycarp, the pastor a t
Smyrna, suffered a martyrer's death. The ten day S
here have bee n appled to the ten gr eat

persecu t ions that the ear | ych urch suffer ed.



[ 11. THE MESSAGE TO PERGAMOS- THE COMPROM SI NG CHURCH
(2:12-17)
A. Comm endedt hemfornotg ivingu p th eirfaith (13)

1. Antipas who had suffered death as a martyr was
proof of this fact. Tradition says that
Antipas was roasted in burning oil

2. Not e whereth eywere dwell ing. Itwas where
Sat an's throne was or inth eworldsy stem

B. Condemnedthem for their compromi se (14- 18)
1. They were tolerating those in the church

who held to the doctrine of Balaam. Balaam was a

hireling prophet who led Balak to tempt Israel to

marry Moabite women and Lose their Separation

N um. 22-25; 31:15-16). Sothose inthe church of
Perganos had corr uptedot hersf romlivinga separated
(14) Thiscompr omise reflects their name which

means married.

2. They had also tolerated those in the church who
overlorded over ohers (15). Note what began as
"d eeds" intheEp hesanChuch (2: 6) wesa
settledd octrineint hisc hurch. Therewas
apparen tlya divi sionbet ween thep eoplean d the

priests.
C. Toldthem t oc orrecttheir co Npro nising situatio n(l6).
1. This involved repentance or turning away from such
a position ands top tol erati ngth ese peopleint he
churc h.

2. Failure to correct their compromising position
would mean judgment.

D. Gae thema challe ngeco nceming their compoms e (17) .

1. Christ is pr esented to this ¢ hurch as the
One having the sharp twoedged sword
(12,16). This repre sent s judgment upont he
wic ked.

2. The challenge that Christ gives is for hidden manna
to eat and white stone. Note Israel was not given
manna to eat until the y had separate d fr om Egypt
wit h its onions, garlic, and etc . Thisisthe
challenge presented. Until folks separate from the



world wit hi tsca mal ty,th ey can't eatsp in tual
food. Thewhite  stone was given to those found

innocent in Jewish courts. Those who repented then

of such compromise and worldly living would be

found innocent before Christ the Judge.

V. THE MESSAGE TO THYATI RA - THE PAGAN CHURCH (2: 18- 29)
A Commendedt hemfort hei rmannerofs ervice (19)
1. The y hadserv edinlo ve,i n patiencean d in faith.

2. They were doing more then than they had been
doing before or in creasing int heirse rvi ce.

B. Condemmedthe mforallow ing a worant o leadthe m
astra y (20-22)

1. Note Jezebel was a daughter of a priest of Baal
who married Ahab the King of Israel. She was
guilty of whoredom, wit chcraft , nurd er, deceit
andid olatry (I Kings 9).

2. T hec hurc h of Thyati ra, whose name mears daught er's
ci ty, hadallowe d awoman toteach and this had
led to false doctrinean d spirit ual adul tery. This
churchisr epresentati ve ofthepaganchurchof Rome
Inhistory-which gav e licenseo sin.
C. Told them this situation had not been corrected

in the time theLo rdhadg venthe m torepent (22-
25) .

1.  Ifth ey didn't rep entno w th ey wauldbeju  dged(22-

23)
2. For those not involved in such spiritual
adultery, Christ sadioho Idfa st (24-25).
D. Gavethem a challenge to cont inuein the Lord's work (26-29)
1. Note Christis presented to this church as the Son of

God speakin g of judgment (1 8).

2. The challenge to this church involved authority to rule
over the nations and the Morning Star for overcomers.
thebel ievers woul dkeep the Lord' s workst heyw ould
rule. The Roman Catholic Churcho f the mdd ea ges
added to the fini shed work of Christ the idolatrous
worship of Mary as co-redeemer with Christ. The Morning
Star refers to Christ as the One returning before the



dark hours of the tribulation period. The emphasis

seems to be in this challenge lke this- if mancan't
rueov era woman instead of | etin g herlead him away
from God, how is he going to rule over the nations?



