
           THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

           " THE THI NGS WHIC H ARE" 

CHAPTER TWO 

I.  THE MESSAGE TO EPHESUS - THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH (2:1-7) 

A.  Began w i t h a  commendat i on f or t hei r w or ks 

1.  They had l abor ed in pat ie nce a nd not  f ain t ed 

( 2 : 2 , 3 )  

2.  They had t ri ed fa l se te ache r s and would n't  
tol era t e t hos e who were e vil i n t he ch urc h ( 2 : 2 ) .  
In ot her wor ds t hey had s ome st andar ds as a churc h.  

3.  The y hat ed the  deeds of  the Nicola it ans ( 2 : 6 ) . The word  
means t o c onquer th e p eopl e a nd r ef ers t o t hose w ho 
over l or ded o ver o th er s.  Thi s pr obably r ef er s t o e ar l y 
at t empt s t o d i vi de t he clergy and the l ai t y.  

B.  Condemned some t hing about their s ervice ( 2 : 4 )  

1.  They had l eft t heir first lov e ( 2 : 4 )  
Ephesus means d es ired ye t th i s church did no t have 
the pro per desir e for t he Lor d. Here we s ee i ts 
not j ust wh at we  do b ut the m oti ve behi nd it.  Ar e 
we d oin g i t be cause we lo ve t he Lord .  

2.  Thi s c hurc h ap par entl y h ad t he pro gr ams a nd by t he 
wor ld ' s standard s was suc cess f ul but th ey w ere a 
back slid i ng chur ch by the Lord's  st andards because 
they lac ked the  pr oper rel atio nship with  Him.  

C.  Tol d t hem t o co r r ect t hese t hi ngs ( 2 : 5 )  

1.  The f irs t th in g th i s i nvol ved was re pent ance or 
havi ng a  cha nge of hear t a nd mi nd to ward Chr i st and 
thei r ser vic e.  

2.  Seco ndly th ey wer e to do th e first w orks -  th i s    
meant se r ving t he Lord  lik e they di d when th ey were  
first sa ved or doi ng thi ngs out o f l ove fo r C hr i st 
and n ot o t herwi se.  

D.  G ave t hem a  challeng e to con sider ( 7 )  

1.  Note the cha ll enge tha t Chr ist has f or e ach chur ch 
is r evea l ed in the way He i s pres ent ed to th at 



church.  

2.  Here we  note Chris t re veal ed t o the chur ch o f 
Ephesus as t he O ne who is  walk i ng in the mid st 
of t he c hurc h.  

2 .  The chal l enge Chri st g ave t o t his church was mea nt 

to r ekin dle t hei r love for Him .  He said ove r comers 

woul d have t he r ig ht to  the tree of  li f e.   Since 

all true  believ er s are ove r comers (I John 

5 : 4 , 5 ) ,  we s ee i t w as a n e xhor t ati on d esi gned t o 

br i ng t hem back in t o prope r rel ation ship.  N ote t he 

tree in  Gen. 3 : 2 2 ; Rev. 22 : 2.  

 II.  THE MESSAGE TO SMYRNA-THE PERSECUTED CHURCH(2:8-11) 

A.  Commended th em for wh at t hey we r e suf f er i ng ( 9 ) .  

1.  They wer e suf fe rin g t r ib ul ati ons and povert y.  

2.  Secondl y t hey were pl agued wi t h th e dev i l ' s  crowd.  

3.  In contr ast t o the La odice an Ch urch the y were sai d 
to be r i ch. The church has always been the purest 
and most fragrant in times of pe r secuti on.  

B.  Had no c ondemnat i on n or cor re ct i on fo r t hei r 
servi ce.  They w ere apparently su ff ering s uch 
because they were doing  what w as r ig ht. Not e I I T im. 
3:12.  

C.  Chall enged t hem to re mai n fa i th f ul ( 1 0 ) .  

1.  Here we see Christ presented to this church as the 
first and the last or the One with power over 
death having suffered and triumphed over it Himself 
( 8 ) .  

2.  The challenge Christ gave them was to be faithful 
and they would re ceive a crown of  l i fe and not b e 
hurt by  the secon d deat h. This ref ers to eternal 
life for the believer in contrast to et ern al 
punis hment f or t hose un saved.  

3.  According to tradition Polycarp, the pastor a t 
Smyrna, suffered a martyrer's death. The ten day s 
here have bee n applied to t he ten gr eat 
persecu t ions that the  ear l y ch urch suffer ed.  



III.THE MESSAGE TO PERGAMOS-THE COMPROMISING CHURCH 

(2:12-17) 

A.  Comm ended t hem f or not g i ving u p th eir faith (13)  

1.  Antipas who had suffered death as a martyr was 
proof of this fact.  Tradition says that  
Antipas was roasted in burning oil  

2.  Not e wher e th ey were dwell i ng.  It was where 
Sat an's t hrone was or i n th e w or l d sy ste m.  

B.  Condemned them  for their compromi se (14- 18)  

1.  They were tolerating those in the church  

who held to the doctrine of Balaam.  Balaam was a 
hireling prophet who led Balak to tempt Israel to 
marry Moabite women and Lose their separation 
.(N um.  22-25; 31 : 15-16).   So those in the church of 
Per gamos had corr upted ot her s f ro m l iv ing a  separ ate d 
( 1 4 )  This compr omise reflects their name which 
means married.  

 
2.  They had also tolerated those in the church who 

overlorded over others ( 1 5 ) .   Note what began as 
"d eeds"  in the Ep hesian Church ( 2 : 6 )  was a  
set t l ed d oct r i ne in t hi s c hur ch.  Ther e w as 
apparen t ly a  divi sion bet ween t he p eople an d th e 
priests. 

C.  Told them t o c orrect their co mpro mising situatio n ( 1 6 ) .  

1.  This involved repentance or turning away from such 
a position and s to p t ol er ati ng th ese peopl e in t he 
churc h.  

2.  Failure to correct their compromising position 
would mean judgmen t .  

D.  Gave t hem a challe nge co ncern i ng t hei r compr omis e ( 1 7 ) .  

1.  Christ is pr esented to this c hurch as the  
One having the shar p t wo-e dged sw or d 
( 1 2 , 1 6 ) .  This r epre sent s j udgment upon t he 
wic ked.  

2.  The challenge that Christ gives is for hidden manna 
to eat and white stone.  Note Israel was not given 
manna to eat until the y had separ ate d fr om Egypt 
wit h i t s oni ons, garlic,  and etc . This is the 
challenge presented.  Until folks separate from th e 



wor l d wit h i ts ca rn ali t y, th ey can' t  eat sp i ri t ual 
food. The white stone was given to those found 
innocent in Jewish courts.  Those who repented then 
of such compromise and worldly living would be 
found innocent before Christ the Judge.  

IV.  THE MESSAGE TO THYATIRA - THE PAGAN CHURCH (2:18-29) 

A.  Commended t hem f or t hei r m anner of s er vi ce ( 1 9 )  

1.  The y had serv ed in lo ve, i n pat i ence an d in faith.  

2.  They were doing more then than  they  had been 
doing before or in cr easi ng i n t hei r se r vi ce.  

B.  Condemned the m for allow i ng a woman t o lead the m  

astra y (20-22)  

1.  Note Jezebel was a daughter of a priest of Baal 
who married Ahab the King of Israel.  She was 
guilty of whoredom, wit chcr aft , murd er, deceit 
and id ola t ry (II  King s 9 ) .  

2.  T he c hurc h of Thyati r a, whose name means daught er's 
ci t y , had allowe d a woman to teach and this had 
led to false doct r ine an d spi r it ual adul t er y. Thi s 
chur ch is r epr esent ati ve of the pagan church of: Rome  
In-history-which gav e license to sin.  

C.  Told them this situation had not been corrected 
in the time the Lo r d had gi ven the m to repent  ( 2 2-
25 ) .  

 
1.  If th ey didn't  rep ent no w th ey would be ju dged(22-      
23)  

2.  For those not involved in such spiritual    
adultery, Christ said to ho l d fa st ( 24 -25).  

D.  Gave them a challenge to cont i nue in  the Lord's work (26-29)  

1.  Note Christ is presented to this church  as the Son of 
God speakin g of j udgment ( 1 8 ) .  

2.  The challenge to this church involved authority to rule 
over the nations and the Morning Star for overcomers. If 
the bel i ever s woul d keep t he Lord' s  works t hey w ould 
rule.   The Ro man Cat hol i c Chur ch o f t he mi ddl e a ges 
added to the fini shed work of Christ the idolatrous 
worship of Mary as co-redeemer with Christ.  The Morning 
Star refers to Christ as the One returning before the 



dark hours of the tribulation period.  The emphasis 
seems to be in this challenge  like t his -  i f man can't  
rule ov er a woman instead of  l ettin g her lead him away 
from God, how is he going to rule over the nations?  

 


