THE BOOK OF REVELATION
CHAPTER FIFTEEN
"HEAVENLY SCENESBEFORE THE LAST JUDGMENTS'
I. A SCENE OF DELIVERANCE IN THE MIDST OF THE TRIBULATION (1-4)

A. Isreveded first of al by a cetain signin heaven (1).

1. Johnsaw seven angels having the seven last

a. These angels are anew groupand nd to be confused with ather angelsin the
book.

b. These seven last plagues are the last judgments which will precede the Second
Coming of Christ.

2. Johnsaw aso God's filled upin these seven last plagues.

a. Inthesewe seethe end a conclusion d God's purpose in righteous judgment.
b. All the other judgments that have precaled have nat yet fulfill ed the righteous
requirements of God upona sinful and unkelieving world - but these will finish
those requirements.

c. Notethe seaof glass(2) with fire mingled in it also represents the wrath of God.
Compare 4.6; Heb. 1229.

B. Isreveded by a cetain company of Saintsin heaven (2).

1. Johnsaw thase who hed gotten the victory over the

a. These saints are unmistakably those martyred in the tribulation period who were
faithful unto deah in their refusal to worship the beast or Antichrist.

b. These saints are an example of those who have lost their lives for Christ's
sake and have foundit again (Matt. 10.29).

c. Thesesaintswill get their resurredion bodes and dwvell with Christ during the
Mill ennium (Rev. 20.4).

2. Those whom Johnsaw had the harps of God with which they might play a heavenly
harmony of .




C. Isreveded by the songs these saints sang in heaven (3-4).

1. The martyred saints sang the song of (3.

a. This ong seemsto acourt Gods faithfulnessto Israd and the defea of her
enemies. Note Dt. 32where Moses sang such asong at the dose of hislife.

b. There ae some who take this ong to mean Israd's deliverance d the Red Sea
(Ex. 13. In either case the song refersto deliverancefrom their enemies through
Godsfathfulness Hereit would mean deliverancefrom the beast.

2. The Martyred Saints sang also the song of the

a. This ongrefersto all the saints of the tribulation who are redeaned by the
blood d Christ.

b. This osng along with that of Moses ascribes praise to God for their deliverance

3. These songs of the martyred saints infer the foGod's righteous judgments.

a. Because Godis predsely what these songs ascribe Him to be dl the judgments
which descend from Him are righteous.

b. The question d the songs (4) isin prosped of a sure aad sooncoming
adknowledgment of these fads.

¢. Thewords "King of Saints' ought to be rendered” King of
(3). Asfar asthe eath isconcerned Heis vereign ruler: to the church Heis
Bridegroom and Head of the body.

1. A SCENE OF DOOM JUST BEFORE THE LAST JUDGMENTSOF THE TRIBULATION

A. Isreveded by thetemplein heaven being opened (5).

1. Thisdescription d the "tabernade of the testimony"” of the temple being opened
refersto the Holy of Holies portion which contained the ten commandments in the
ark.

2. Noticewhilethetempleisin heasenisopen, the temple onthe eath has been taken
over by




B. Isreveded by thase who came out of the temple in heaven (6).

1. Out of the temple cane seven with the seven last
This represents their commisson as coming from the holinessand righteousnessof God.

2. The garments which these angels wore represent androyalty.
The white linen is ymbalic of the O.T. priests and the golden girdles as that of a
king. Both of these dso represent the charader of Christ as our High Priest and King
of Kings.

C. Isreveded by what these angels were given (7).
1. The seven angels were given seven This eansto represent the

giving of authority to them concerning these last judgments and also the predse time
for these judgments.

2. Notewhat was said bad in 107. When these bowls are poured ou there will be
no more delay in fulfilli ng the mystery of God which is the establi shment of the
Mill ennial .

D. Isreveded by the smoke from God's glory filli ng the temple (8).

1. Wenate that Gods glory fill ed the tabernade (Ex. 40.34-35) and the temple
(Il Chron. 71-4) but there was no smoke.

2. The smoke here refers to the judgment redoundng to the glory of God. A similar
picture was en by Isaiah the prophet when he was commisgoned to pread a
message of judgment (Isa. 6:4).

3. Thefad that no ore was able to go into the temple until these judgments were
fulfilled pants out there will be no made for those onthe
eath duing thistime.

4. Note that this chapter foll ows chrondogicdly chapter 11.



