THE BOOK OF REVELATION
CHAPTER ONE
“THE THI NG
WH CH THOU HAST
SEEN"

. THE INTRODUQION OF THIS BOOK (1-3)

A. Give s usfi rst ofall t he sub j ectof the Book (1).
Theword revela tioncomes fromth e Greekwor d apocal ypse
andmeans "unveili ng" sothis Book is an unveili  ngof
JesusCh ristin ' a waynot seenh it hertofore.

B. Tells us why this revelation I s given and the
channel by which it came (1, 2)

1. This pro pheticwor d about thelo rdJ esus Chri st

iS given "to show His servantst hi ngs whic h muwst

shor tly (sudd enly) cometo pass (1)

2. Thisworddidn oto riginatewi thJ ohnb uti tca ne
throughaf ourfol ds equenceo ft ransmssion. od
gavei tt oChrist -Christgave ittoan angel -
an angel gave it to John and John bore w tnessto
th e churchesofw hathes aw (2).

C. Promises a threefold spiritual blessing for us
To consider (3 ).
1. Heth atr eadethi t willbe ble ssed.
2.Het hathea rethit  will be blessed .
3. Thirdlyh et hatk eepetht het hingst hata re

witteni ni twi | beb|essed.

II.  THE SALUTA TION OF JOHN TO THE CHURCHES (4-8)

A. Ison e ofgr aceand peacet o them(4) .We should
not e thatgra ce al ways precedespe aceand it only
comes throughJe sus Christ.

B. Cones to themfr om Gad t he Fath er, the Son,
and th e Holy Spirit.



1. The referenc e to "Hi m who is and who was,

and who is to come" is a referenc e toGodth e
Father.
2. "Andf romthes evens piritswho arebefore

H st hrone"i sa referencetoG odthe  Spirit.
3. "And from Jesus Christ" is CGod the Son.

C. Mgnifiest heL ordJ esusb yre ferringt oHis
wonder fulp erson and marvel ous work on ourbe hal f
(5-8)

1. Hei ssaidtob et hef aithful witnessa nd
thisi swhatH e was reveaingGo d to men (Jn.

14:9; -Heb. 1:1-3). Hewas faithful unbo

death (Phil. 2:8 ). 2. Notice as first

begotten of the dead He is the firstfruits

of the resurrect ion I Cor. 15:2 3; | Tim.

6:15 , 16).
3. Heis sai d to be the Prince o f theKingso r
the One who reigns as Supreme Sovereign (5)

Note Col. 1:16 , 17.

4. He isth e Ore that" |ovet h" us, gave
Himself as a sacri fic e, andsh ed His bl ood
forou r sins (5) .

5. Heisthe O ne that provided us access into
the presence of God to offer spiritua I
sacrific  es unto Him (6 ) Note Heb .
13:15,1 6; | Pett 2:9.

6. He is the One that will come again in power
and glory and bring aboutr epentancef orl srael
asan ation(7) conpare Matt. 24:30.

7. Finally Christ is identified as the one co-
equal and co-eternal with the Fath er (8) .

THE T H NGS SURROUNDING JOHNS VI Sl ON (9-10)

A. Pointo ut to us that Johnwasbe in gp ersecuted
justli keother Chis tians and had been ex | ed
forni s testimony for Christ ( 9)

B. Intimate tous that Johnwasc aughtu p int he
Spirit intohe aven where hewas able tos eeb eyond
thec hurchaget o thet hi ngs which wouldcometo

pass (10) .



IV. THE VOICE WHICH JOHN HEARD (10-11)

A. Care fromthe LordJe susChri st (10 ). These nanes
pre sent H masth e eteral God.

B. Commanded him to write what he saw and send it to the
seven churches inAsia  (11) .

V. THE VISION WHICH JOHN SAW (12-16)

A. Involved first of all seven golden candlesticks
or lampstands (12) Theselampst ands
represented the seven churches in Asia and
their work of giving forth spiritual light in a
world filled with darkness (1:20)

B. Presented the Lord Jesus in a completely
different way from how John had k nownHi mand
seen Hm (13- 16).
1. H e was inthe mdst oft hes even | ampstandsor
churc hes (13) .

2. Hewasc lothed wit h garments as of a pri est
andju dge (13) . Notice Aaron' s robe ( Ex.

28:2).

3. His hairwas| i ke wool and white assnow (14).
This symbolizes wisdom ast hee ternal One.

4. His eyes were | ike a flame of fir e (14). This
symbolizes His abi | ity to see the innermost
impurities in those who stand before Him.

5. His feet symbolize divine judgment (Ex. 38:30).

6. His voice sounded like many waters and symbolizes
His authority over al (Phil. 2:10-1 1, Psa. 29:2 -

10).
7. InHisright h and He held seven s tars (16). These
symbolized the angelsormessenge rso f theseven

chuches (1:2 0) . Sincethe G eek word for
angel ist he sane formessenger it no doubt
referst o the pastors oft hesech urches.

8. Out of His mouth w ent a two-edgedswo rd (16 ) .
This symbolizes His judgment upon the w ckedtos |ay
th em.



9. Fnaly Hi s countenance wa s lke the s un
shinng (16) .This symbolizesth e gloryo f

the risen Saviour similar to what th e
apostles saw on the Mount when Christ was
transfigured before the m(Matt 17:2) .

VI. THE WAY JOHN REACTED TO WHAT HE SAW
A. Wasto falla t Hisfeet inr ever enta | fearand
respe ctb efor e Hm (7)
B. Was met with some comforting words from the
Lord Jesus  which identified Him as the
resurrected Lord with power over death and

hades (18)

VII. THE COMMAND WHICH THE LORD GAVE TO JOHN

A. Was to write a bout three things i n particular
(19). Theseth ree areas form a natural division
of the Book of Revelation.

B. Was followed by an explanation of the mystery of the
seven stars and thesev enl ampgands (20).



