| TIMOTHY 3:8-13

We noted in Chapter 3:1-7 some 16 gulificaions
for those who are cdl ed to be apastor of alocd church.

Chapter 3:8-13 nov addresses the qualifications for
the deaons and their wivesin alocd church.

Noticethis passage is not deding with the duties or
work of the dea®ns but with the spiritual qualificaions for
men who shoud be gpanted to servein this position.

Just like cetain individuals do nd med the
qualifications for the pastorate, some individuals do nd
med the qualificaions to serve & adeaon.

V-8. Theword dea®n means"servant" or one who
serves.

The service of dea®nsis based largely onthe
acourt mentioned in Acts 6:1-5 where cetain individuals
were gpanted to dstribute portionsto help certain
widows. Thiswas doreto relieve the gostles of this
resporsibility so they could give themselves to prayer and
the ministry of the Word.

Based uponthis passage and the resporsibility
given to these men, some have aroneously assumed that
the deaons areto runthe dfairs of a diurch andtake cae
of temporal things 0 the pastor can just do the preading.

Two ather errors are often common-placebased
uponthis passage. Some durches believe there hasto be
seven dea®ns appanted in every church. So they go abou
to find this number to fill t he office Ancther error has
arisen invalving ordaining men to this pasiti on.



It shoud be noted that the word "dea®n" is nat
used in Acts 6:1-5. Neither isthere aninjunctionin the
N.T. to ordain dea®ns asthereisfor elders (Titus 1:5).

Because of these @rors many pastors have been
restricted and ministries hindered becaise thereisa
continual struggle for control between the pastor and the
deaons. Andrather than asssting the pastor in the Lord's
work many sit in pasitions over-lording over Gods flock in
unscriptural ways. The Bible says dea®ns are servants not
mastors!  What did the Lord Jesus paint out about
gredness?

V-8. Deamonsmust be"grave." In ather wordsthose who
serve in this position shoud take spiritual responsihiliti es
seriously and nd be flippant abou the Lord's work.

V-8. "Not doulde-tongues.” Meaisdeamns shoud be
consistent in what they say. Men who servein this pasition
are not to say one thing to ore member and then go behind
one's badk and say something diff erent to another member.

V-8. "Not givento muchwine." In verse 3:3theword is
"with wine," hereit is"occupied with or addicted to wine."
Some have suppased sincethe word "much” is used it
means the pastor couldn't have ay wine but the dea®ns
could have somewine. Thesetwo verses are esentialy
saying the same thing and mean that the pastor and cea®ns
were not to be persons who owerinduged in wine and
therefore prone to intoxication.

V-8. "Not grealy of filthy lucre." The N.T. reveds that
men who served in this officewere given the resporsibility
or handing and dstributing monies. Consequently men
who are greedy for money shoud na be gpanted to this
pasition.



V-9. Intimatesthat deaons sroudd be men who are
doctrinaly sound. The mystery of the faith refersto the
truth abou Christ which was hidden through the ages but is
now reveded to believers. Andto hdd thistruth in apure
consciencemeansto live a ¢tean life void o off ense before
others.

V-10. Indicaesthat men who servein this paosition shoud
first be proved and found bamelessbefore being appanted.
Thisrequires giving individuals minor responrsibiliti es and
observing how faithful and trustworthy they are with them.

Notice a cetain principle in Matthew 25:21:
Faithful over afew things leads to resporsibility over many
things. Also Luke 16:10 pants out how littl e things have a
way of proving us.

V-11. Herewe naticethat men who serve & dea®ns
shoud aso have wives who med certain qualifications
concerning Christian charader.

"Grave" - meansto take spiritual resporsibility
seriously .

"Not slanderers or not devils' - in athers words they
are not to gossp and run ahersdown. Noticethe word
devil lit erally means "danderer” and thisis hiswork to
acase the brethren and spea against them. When women
go abou gosgping and runnng others down they are doing
the same thing the devil does.

"Sober-minded" - means one who thinks clealy
abou spiritual matters.



"Faithful in al things' - coversthe whole redm of
Christian service - church attendance, serving, giving, and
whatever resporsibiliti esthey are given. Sad to say some
men are disqualified because of their wives.

V-12. Deaons like the pastor must be "the husband d one
wife." This means he caana be apersonwhoisdivorced
and remarried (Man in church in Eden when requirement
was not met)

This also rules out women to servein this position.
They canna be the husband o one wife.

Some may argue that Phoebe (Rom. 161) wasa
dea®mnessbecaise the feminine verb for servant is used of
her, bu | Tim. 3:12 refutes that idea and aso does the
context of | Tim. 2 referring to awoman's pasitionin the
locd church.

V-12. The dea®ns must be men who rule their houses and
children well. Godlinessbeginsin the home. If a man
can't take cae of his children and hane heis not qualified
to serve asadeaon. Thisprincipleis smilar to what is
required of pastors.

V-13. Saysthose who serve well in this paosition puchase
agood"standing" or rank in Christian service

Thereisaprincipleinvolved here. Faithful
discharge of one's Christian duties leads to greaer
oppatunities and greder resporsibiliti esin the Lord's
service and greder rewardsaswell. To cite a ougde of
examples note how Stephen and Phili p were used in greaer
cgpadties. Noticethiswas true of Saul and Barnabas as
well (Acts13:2).



Now let me point out some diff erences between the
qualifications for these two dffices. It isnot required that a
deamon ke aot to tead or qualified for the ministry of the
Word like apastor shoud be (3:2).

There is also avast diff erence between being
ordained to the gospel ministry which requiresa cdl from
God and keing appanted to servein various areas.

Noticedea®ns were cdled uponto asgst the
pastorsin thelocd churches and this oftentimesinvolves
colleding of offerings and dstributing them where there
was anedl.

Now with these thingsin mind | want to challenge
you abou your Christian service

Areyoufathful and trustworthy to fulfill whatever
resporsibiliti es you are given? Would you passthe test of
being approved?

Wives are you ahelp or ahindranceto your
husband in spiritual matters?



Do you measure up to what isrequired of you?

I. ASA DEACON?

II. ASADEACON'SWIFE?

If the Lord has quickened your conscience dou
something or convicted your soul | hope youll make a
spiritual commitment to dowhat is required o you for the
sake of the Lord's work.

Men who serve in this position and do n® med the
quaificaions do grea detriment to the Lord'swork in a
locd church.

Men who med these qualifications and serve will
not only be blessed of the Lord bu will be agrea blessng
to athers.



