| Tim. 1

As | was pasdng by a cetain large Baptist Church
the sign read: "Come worship with us Sunday - casual
dressand contemporary music.”

| suppcseif there was ever aned in teadings on
church order it would certainly bein ou day. Church
services have beaome ameding for fleshly entertainment
instead of spiritual enlightment and enrichment. We see
people dressed in al manner of sensua ways. Wefind
peoplein pasitions they are nat cdled to na qualified to
fill. Andgeneraly spe&king churches have become side-
tradked from what God has commissoned them to do.

| believe we would dowell to hea once ajain the
exhortations which Paul gave to Timothy. The theme of
| Timothy is church arder and the key verseisfoundin
| Timothy 3:15: "But if | tarry long that thou mayest know
how thou ouhtest to behave thyself in the house of God..."

V-1. Paul wasan apostle or "sent one" by God ou
Savior. Hedid'nt just choose the ministry asan
occupation bu hewas cdled of God and commanded by
the Lord to servein this capadty.

Paul refersto Christ "whoisour hope". The only
hope that anyone has of getting to heaven isfoundin the
person and work of Jesus Christ.

Someone has pointed ou in Eph. 214 Christ is
our peace- it'sin Him that we have peace oncerning our
sins of the past. They're under the blood

Col. 314 says"Christ isour life" - it'sin Him that
we have power to live from day to day in ou present
situations. Here Heisour hope - it'sin Him that we have
confidence of being delivered in the future.



V-2. Herewefindthat Timothy had been saved through
the ministry of Paul. This probably occurred duing hisfirst
visit to Lystra (Acts 14). Paul greds Timothy with a
salutation d grace mercy, and peacefrom God the Father
and ou Lord Jesus Christ. The graceof Godisgiving us
what we do nd deserve, the mercy of Godisnat giving us
in judgment what we do deserve. Andthe peaceof Godis
the inner tranquillit y that comes from leaning onthe Lord.

V-3,4. It seansthat Paul visited Ephesus with Timothy and
when he moved onto Macealonahe instructed Timothy to
stay there for awhil e to tead the Word and warn against
false teaders.

Paul uses amilitary term "charge" as an order given
from asuperior officer. The order was - that they tead no
other doctrine and nd give heed ar "pay attentionto” fables
and endessgenedogies.

These two things were asciated with the false
teadings of gnosticism and legalism. These things would
result in questions rather than gody edifying or agodly
stewardship. A gody stewardship is one that honas God
in the way that truth is dedared and dgested na one that
stirs up doulbs and dsputes.

V-5. Paul saysthe"end" or goa of this commandment
or chargeisto producelove that comes from a pure heat,
agoodconscience, and sincere faith.

A pure heat isonethat isinwardly clean in its
meditations. A goodconscienceisonevoid of offense
toward God and toward men. Unfeigned faith is
"unhypocriticd" or faith that doesn't wea amask. In ather
words the purpose of carrying out this charge or order was
to producelove for God and love for others. False teadings
can't producethis - it only comes through teadings of the
graceof God.



V-6,7. Paul said some had swerved from apure heat, a
good conscience and sincere faith and had turned aside
unto "meaninglesstalk”. These were desiring to be
teaders of the law and ddn't know what they were talking
abou.

These false teaders were no doulh Judaizers who
mixed law and grace ad insisted that a man must be
circumcised andin ather ways keep the law of Moses.
They taught that law was the rule of life for the believer
in Christ. They failed to seethat goodworksisthe
result of salvation nd itsroat.

v-8. Thelawful use of thelaw isto useit in preading
andteading to bring abou conviction d sin.

Someone has sid the law teadies threelessons:
Weought ... We haven't... We can't.

When the law doesitswork in asinner's heat
he is convicted and condemned and ready to cry out to
God - Lord save me by your grace

V-9,10.Here Paul points out that the law isnat for a
righteous man or asaved person. In ather wordsit is
nat fea of punishment that makes a Christian live a
godly life- it islove for the Savior who ded for us.

Here Paul refersto some 14 kinds of people
whom the law condemns. These ae vered under the
fifth through the ninth commandments. Honar thy
father... (5) Thoushalt not kill ... (6) ...na commit
adultery (7) ...na still (8) Or bea false witness..

(9). Notice"them that defile..." isthe word for a
sodamite. Noticethen thelaw isnaot a part of the
gospel but it isto beused in dedaring it.

The law with ou the gospel islike the
diagnaosis of an incurable condtionwith noremedy.
The gospel with ou the law is like giving the remedy
to those who dort sense their sicknessand the
judgment for their sins.



V-11. Note whilethe gospel is glorious the enphasis
isonthe good rews of the "glorious God' because it
tell s of this glorious One whois loving and merciful
and gradousto sinful men. It cdlsour attentionto
Hiswonderful charader from which comes the
message of salvation.

V-12. Paul expresses gratitude to Christ who enabled
him, courted him faithful, and pu him in the ministry.

V-13-17. Paul gives histestimony of what he was and
how the Lord had mercy upon hm and saved him by
Hisgrace

Hesaid in esence”l am exhibit A for proof
that the graceof Godredly works. Andends his
testimony with praise.

V-18. Thischarge or order that Paul gave to Timothy
abou soundteadting was 0 he wuld war agood
warfare. And he encouraged hm by reminding him
of the arcumstances which led to hiscdl to Christian
service

V-19. Warring agoodwarfare involved hdding the
faith and agoodconscience It's not enough to be
doctrinally corred, we have to maintain agood
conscience

V-20. Paul mentionsto believers who hed made
shipwred because they fail ed to maintain a good
conscience before God and ahers. Like agall ant
ship pu out to searather than returning in glory
with flags waving and fill ed with cargo they had
flouncered onthe rocks and lrought shame on
themselves and their testimony. These were
delivered by Paul to Satan. This may refer to

an apostolic power to turn asinning brother over
to Satan for physicd suffering or even deah as
was the cae with Ananias and Sapphira (Acts5).
Thiswas for corredive purposes  they lean

a cetain lesson.






