| TIMOTHY 3:1-7

We noted in chapter two that men are to be praying
as members of alocd asseembly and that thisrequires a
right relationship with God and with athers.

We dso naed that women are to be evidencing
submisson. Thisisto be evidenced in the way they dress
and the quiet manner in which they serve.

Now we come to the leadersin alocd assembly.
Noticewhil e there ae people used in various pasitionsin
the ministry of alocd church there ae only two dficesin
thelocd N.T. church - pastor and dea®ns.

We note there ae two resporsibiliti esinvolved
here. Those who serve in these positions must fulfill
cetain qudifications and members of alocd assembly
shoud follow. Biblicdly the pastor isto be the lealer, the
dea®ns areto asgst him in the ministry and the members
are to follow God's undershepherd. Hebrews 13:7,17
makes this mandate dea.

Noticethere ae two problems associated with
leadership in thelocd church. Thereisthe problem of
individuals not meding the qualificaions as leaders and
then there ae those who will not submit to pestoral
leadership and will naot follow the leader in alocd church.

In verses 1-7 we ae given the qualifications which a
pastor must med to serve atheleader in alocd church.

V - 1. Theword "bishop' means"oversea” and hesto do
with owversedang the work which isdorein alocd church.

There aetwo ather terms given in the N.T. which
describe the leader. Theword "elder" means a mature
individual and hasto dowith spiritual maturity.



If youwill comparethislist with Titus 1:5-9 you
will seethat bishopand elder isreferring to the same
personto fulfill one cetain pasition.

The other word used inthe N.T. for the leader is
"pastor" and it means "shepherd” and hasto dowith his
work of feeding and caring for the flock of God's chil dren.

Verses 2 - 7 set forth some 16 qulificaions which
must be met for a personto serve astheleader sinalocd
asembly.

V -2. A bishop a pastor must be "blameless" Thisword
means "naot to belaid hdd of." In ather words if an
acasationisraised noevidence ca belaid hdd of to
substantiate the acaisation. It has the ideaof aperson
whoselifeis above reproach.

The husband d onewife. Thisimmediately rules
out women to serve & preaders and pastors (church sign:
Pastors Mr. & Mrs.

Some take this to mean that a pastor must be
married bu this would rule out young unmarried men such
as Timothy and Titus who served in this pasition.

Some take thisto mean that a pastor isto have one
wife & atime and nd be apadygamist. But a polygamist
would na have been accepted into alocd churchin the
first place

Notice apastor's homelifeis addressd in this
passage and ore's abilit y to manage the dfairs of alocd
church is predicated upon oe's abilit y to manage his own
marriage and hanelife.



"The husband d one wife" means that a pastor must
not be divorced and remarried. Thismeaning is
substantiated in | Tim. 5:9. Whereit refersto widows who
areto be eolled for church care. They have to be "the
wife of one man."

Noticethis requirement does nat prohibit dedicated
Christians who have been dvorced and remarried from
serving in ather positionsin the locd church.

They are prohibited howvever from serving as
pastors or dea®ns.

Let me dso addressthe isaue of divorced persons
serving asteaders. Some people dtempt to impase
standards which are nat laid dovninthe N.T.

V-2. Theword"vigilant" means "temperate” or one who
avoids extremes and keeps his head about things.

V-2. "Sober" means"sober-minded" or one who thinks
clealy and seriously abou spiritual things andis not
frivolous abou eternal matters. To some people everything
isajoke.

V-2. "Of good kehavior" means "orderly" andis the same
word meaning modesty in | Tim. 2:9. It means a pastor is
to be onewhois organized in histhinking andliving as
well asin histeading and preading.

V-2. "givento hospitdity" meansa"lover of strangers.”
Thiswas espedally important in N.T. days as believers
tradked from placeto pace Likewise apastor isto be

willi ng to take others in and help them by making his home
apart of his ministry.



V-2. "apttotead” meansonewhoisqualified to tead.
Eph. 411 substantiates that a pastor isto be ateader or
onewho can rightly divide the Word of God. Someone has
said - "the pastor whoislazy in his gudy isadisgracein
the pulpit."

V-3. "not given towine" describes a personwho sitslong
with the wine and dinksto an excessandis addicted.

From other N.T. Scripturesit is clea that total
abstinencewas not demanded in that areafor believers.
Because Timothy was exhorted to drink alittl e wine for
medicina purpases (I Tim. 5:23) and some of the
Corinthian believers got drunk at their love feast
(I Cor.11:21).

There ae threethings we need to naein this
conredion. First it was the pradice of the Jewsto dlute
their wineto prevent intoxicaion. Seoondy, thereisavast
diff erence between drinking dil uted wine in Bible days and
suppating the dcohd industry of our day. One'stestimony
hasto be mnsidered also. Drinking leadsto quarreling,
fighting, broken hames, and lossof lives. In a ailture such
as ours where water is made safe to drink, there shoud be
no dacefor winein the believer'slife.

V-3. "nostriker" means apastor isnot to be aviolent
personwholooses his temper and strikes out at others.

V-3. "not grealy for filthy lucre" means greed for money
shoud na charaderize apastor. People greedy for money
will li e, ched, and sted to aajuire more money. (one pastor
took a church for more money with stipulationson hs
preading).

V-3) "patient” literaly means "gentle" and meansthat a
pastor shoud be aleto take aiticism withou reading and
retali ating.



V-3. "not abrawler" means being uncontentious and
being a peacemaker instead of atroude-maker. Someone
has sid "short tempers do nd make for long ministries.”

V-3. "not covetous' means not fond d money. Herethe
emphasisis onlove for money rather than spiritual things.

V-4-5. Intimates that a pastor must have agody homelife.

This means his children under hisrulein the home
shoud bein subjedion. Thisaso means a pastor canna be
onething at church and ancther thing at home. He must
have a onsistent life andrule or govern hishomein a
gody fashion.

V-5. Weseehere aquestion d comparisonis used to
arguethe paint. If aman can't lovingly govern a small
number who are his own flesh and Hood, hav can he
govern alarger number who are his brothers and sistersin
Christ?

Note the words "take caeof " is used in the parable
of the good Samaritan and suggests the kind d personal
ministry apastor isto have in meding the needs of thesein
the church.

V-6. "notanovice' means apastor can't be anew convert
or apersonwhoisyoung inthefath. Thereasonisgiven
why not.  Withou time to mature in spiritual things he
could belifted up ly pride & the devil was and kring
reproach uponthe Lord.

V-7. Pointsout that a pastor must have agoodtestimony
outside the church. Does he pay his bill s? Does he have a
goodreputation with whom he does business? (one pastor:
they hated to seehim come into their placeof business.

Someone has sid that the snare of the devil lays
hold of those whose lives are not consistent with their
professonthen it holds them upto ridicule and contempt
before others.



In conclusion it must be that some dont med the
qualificationslaid down for pastorsin the locd church.
Women dorit - and reither do many who choacse the
ministry as aprofessonare not cdled of God.

The point that members need to seeisthat a pastor
isagift to thelocd church (Eph. 411). God hescdled hm
to lead by his example and to tead and care for the flock as
agoodshepherd would do.

The questionis are you willi ng to foll ow the leader
inyour locd church. Some won't refer to their leader as
pastor. Some wont pray for their pastor. And some won't
foll ow the example he sets or take heed to hisbiblicd
exhortations. What abou you?



