| Timothy 6:3-10

Wehavenatedin | Tim. 6:1,2 hav believing slaves
wereto render faithful serviceto their unsaved masters as
well asto their masters who krew the Lord. We saw in
these verses sme gopli caions concerning our present-day
employer-employeerelationship and hav that a Christian
shoud present agoodtestimony by being a goodworker.

Now the goostle Paul turns his attentionto false
teaders and the love of money. Noticethese two things
often go handin hand. And some of the most prominent
preaters ©-cdled areliving inthelap of luxury andit is
evident that money istheir purposein preadting.

In verses 3-5 Paul identifies and charaderizes
cetain falseteaders. Then heinstructs Timothy onwhat
to doabou such teaters. Then to make sure that Timothy
doesn't get side-tracked over money, Paul explains what
red gain is and expases the problems with foll owing after
riches (6-10).

V. 3- Paul identifies certain false teaters who would na
tead wholesome words. The word whoesome means
"hedthy or hedth-giving." What they would tead would
not agreewith the words that Jesus taught and the things
that are asciated with godliness

It isinteresting to nde that the Bible spe&ks of false
teadings as unhedthy things that make for sick saints and
diseased persons. Inll Tim. 2217 Paul mentions two
persons affeded by false teadings. The words they had
head had eden like a cacer or "gangrene" and Hymenaeus
and Phil etus beli eved that the resurredion was alrealy past.

V. 4- Thesefdseteatersare tharaderizedin cetan
ways. They are proud a professto have superior



knowledge that others dont have but Paul said they dorit
know what they are talking abou.

Examples of these false teadersisclealy seenin
our day with men like the dharismatic preater Kenneth
Copeland. He dong with athers suppcsedly have receved
revelation from God that others have nat. ..'hedid na say
he was the Son d God." The statement "God told me" is
the premise uponwhich so many began their discourses.

Other things that charaderize false teaders are
listed here. They raise questions that breed strife over
wordsinstead o being edifying and bul ding others up
spiritually.

V. 5- Paul further charaderizes these false teaders as
men o corrupt minds. This means diseased with untedthy
doctrines. They are dso destitute of the truth. This
identifies them as apostates who were no doulh exposed to
the truth a onetime but rejeded it.

The most despicable thing abou these false teaters
isnow mentioned. They suppcse that gain is godlinessor
that gain can be aquired through godiness In ather words
they seize the oppatunity to make money through the
ministry. This may cover those selling indugences like the
R.C.'sto thase choasing the ministry as aprofesson. It
also invalves the prominent charismatic preaders who
preadt a prosperity gospel. These men are making milli ons
in the ministry and make statements that " Jesus was
wedthy and would wea designer clothesif He were here

today."

Notice Paul instructs Timothy to withdraw himself
from such people asthis. Thismeant no fell owship with
those who make the ministry a means of money-making.



V. 6- Paul explainswhat gainis- It is godinesswith
contentment. Being content with what God has given us to
doiswhat red gain isbecaise this occupation will cary
over in eternity and last forever.

V. 7,8- Paul argues the way believers snoud be content
with godinessor doing what God hes given usto do. We
didn't bring anything into this world and we won't carry
anything out.

Someone has sid there aethreetimesin ou life
when we have ampty hands - at birth, when we come to
Jesus, and at deah.

Note the word "raiment” here means "covering" and
may include not only foodand raiment but a placeto live.

V. 9,10- Paul expaoses the problems with foll owing after
riches.

V. 9- They that "will" or "purpose” to berich fall into
temptation. This may involve the temptation a inticement
to gamble, lie, to sted, or even commit worse aimes as
murder.

It's not uncommon today to hea of people hiring
someone to kill aspouseto colled the insurance money or
of someone suing ancther for greedy purposes.

Paul saysthey that purpose to berich fall into a
snare dso. In ather words he fall sinto atrap from which
he can't get free

A person might say when | read a cetain figurein
my bank acourt | will stop and ke content with that, bu he
can't. Onceone'sheat is st uponanything there's usually
no turning around.



People who live for pleasure will continueto live
for pleasure. People wholive for wedth...who livefor
fame...

V. 9- Paul saysthey who puposeto berich aso fal into
many fodlish and hutful lusts which leadsto destruction.

For example some people desire to get ahead to
keep upwith the Joneses andin so dang they rob
themselves of the more predousthingsin life like being a
faithful servant and having a part in love off erings and
oppatunitiesto lay up for eternity.

Gree for wedth can also leal to destruction. This
can be seen in the examples of the rich yourg ruler
(Mk 10:17-22), therich farmer (Lk 1216-20), and therich
man mentioned in LKk 18...

V. 10- Paul saysthe"love" of money not money istheroct
of "al kindsof " evil. Not al evil springsfrom the love of
money but it is the source of much evil.

Think of the evils associated with this - murder,
prostitution, extortion, dug trafficking and ahost of others.

Paul states that for this cause some have ered from
the faith and suff ered many sorrows.

Now let me give you the scenario of some people'slife.
They hookand crook to amassa fortune then they die and
their kids runthrough it. Worse yet they could have used
some of their money to be ablessng to ahersandlaid up
but they didn't!

It'safad some people ae never content. No matter
where they are and what they have. Someone has sid "true



contentment comes from godlinessin the heat not wedth
in the hand."

Challenge: Areyoulaying up here or laying up for
eternity?

Youreonly laying up here...

. WHEN YOU'RE NOT HONORING GOD WITH A
TITHE

II. WHEN YOU'RE NOT WILL ING TO SHARE
WITH OTHERSWHO HAVE NEEDS

[II. WHEN YOU'RE NOT TAKING PART IN
PROJECTSTO PROMOTE MISSONSAND
OUTREACH TO OTHERS



