
                        I THE SSALONIANS 5:12 - 28 

VI I . P AUL’ S EDI FI CATI ON FOR THE THESSALONIANS ( 5: 12- 23)  

A. Told them how to have the right kind of 
relationship with spiritual leaders (12-1 3).  

1.  A r ig ht ki nd of  r el ati onshi p c all ed upon 
the m f i rs t o f al l t o “ know”  or r ecogni ze 
tho se who l abor ed in sp i ri t ual t hi ngs an d 
wer e over t hem a nd a dmonis hi ng t hem ( 1 2 ) .  
When f olk s r ef use to re cogni ze t hose over 
the m i n t he Lo r d and ta ke t heir a dmoni ti on 
the r e can be no edification of be l ievers.  

2.  S econdl y, a r ig ht ki nd of re la ti ons hi p 
ca l le d u pon t hem “ to es t eem”  spir it ual 
lea der s very hig hl y i n l ove ( 1 3 ) .  
I n o t her w or ds th ey w er e s uppose t o l ove 
t hei r l eader s fo r th e sake o f t hei r w ork . 
When f olk s d on’ t lov e t hei r s pi r i t ual 
lea der ,  t he Lo r d’ s w ork wi l l su f f er becau se 
of i t.  

B. To l d th em ho w to ha ve th e r ig ht k i nd o f 
re l at i onsh i p wi th anot her (13 - 15) .  

1. Th e fi r st t hi ng req uire d fo r a right 
relat i ons hip wit h one ano t her w as t o be at  
peace am ong the mselves ( 1 3 ) .  

2. Such a r ela t i onsh i p cal l ed upon th em t o " warn 
the un r ul y" - not to  permi t or  con done 
everyth i ng. An e xample o f t hose ne edi ng t o b e 
war ned b ecause of u nr ul y o r d i sord er l y c onduct 
woul d b e t hose wh o h ad q ui t their j obs (14).  N ote 
4: 11, 12.  

3. A third requi r ement for a righ t kind of  
relationship wit h one another cal l ed upon them to  
comfort or " enco urage  th e f eebl e-mi nded" o r m or e 
l i t er al l y t he “ fa i nt - hear t ed”  ( 14) . An example of 
these would be t hose sorrowing ov er loved ones who  
had died. Note I  Thess. 4 : 1 3 , 1 8 .  Those di spai r i ng 
over t he d ay o f t he L or d w oul d a ls o f al l i nt o t hi s 
cat egor y (5:2 - 1 1 ).  

4. Th e next t hin g need ed t o have a righ t ki nd o f r elatio nshi p 
wi t h o ne a not her was " t o s uppor t t he w eak" ( 1 4 ) .  Thi s r ef er s 
t o t hose s pi r i t ual l y u nst abl e a nd f al t er i ng. Those not knowing  
how to possess t heir vessel or bo dy in 4 : 3-7 woul d fit t his 
situa t ion . Such suppor t was teaching them God’s wi l l about  
this matter.  
 



5. Another thing required if there is going to be a 
right k i nd o f rela ti onship with one an ot her is patie nce t oward 
al l ( 14).   When f ol ks l ack p at i ence t hey write o t her s of f or 
just don’t conc ern t hemsel ves with other s.  

6. F i nal l y s uch a re la t i onshi p r equi r es fo l l owi ng t hat whic h is 
good and not r epayin g evil for evil (15).  

C. Told t hem ho w to have  a r i ght ki nd o f relatio nship with t he 
Lord ( 16- 24)  

1.  Thi s t hey woul d have by be i ng occupie d wi t h and obedi ent t o 
God’ s w i l l . (16-18)  

a. It is  God’s will for  us t o rejoi ce d espite th e 
circumstance (1 6 ).  Note Phil. 4:4.  

b. I t i s G od’s w i l l fo r u s t o p r av c onst ant l y about all 
things (17).  Note P hil. 4 :6 ;  I  Tim. 2: 8.  

c. It is  God’s will for  us t o be th ankf ul unto H i m 
in every circumstance (18).  N ote Phil. 4 :6 :  Eph. 5: 20; 
Col.3:15.  

2.  Secondl y, t o have th e r i ght k in d of r elat i onshi p w ith  
the Lord they needed to  be open to God’s workings (19-24).  

a. B ein g o pen meant to r ecogni ze t he H ol y Spi ri t ’ s p re sence and 
prompti ngs a nd not  t o quenc h the Spiri t’ s workin gs (19).  Here 
He is  lik ened to  a f lame and to e xtingui sh Him is to drown ou t 
His leading.  

b.  B eing ope n meant not t o d espi se p r ophesyi ng (20). They 
wer e not t o r egar d t hese wi t h conte mpt t hr ough whom t he 
Hol y Spir i t wa s maki ng God’ s wi l l known. Many t i mes f olk s 
don’t h ave a ri ght r el ati onshi p w it h God because t hey 
re j ect w hat i s sai d by  t he Holy Spi r it t hroug h Hi s 
messenger s.  

3. F i nal l y, to h ave a r i ght r el ati onship wi t h t he L ord t hey needed 
to be o bserv i ng an d opposed to  t he dev il ’s workings (21-22).  

a.  Thi s ca l l ed fo r a te st i ng or p r ovi ng o f al l t hi ngs a nd 
hold i ng on t o onl y what wa s good i n God’ s sight ( 21).  

 
b.  Thi s al so c all ed f or shunni ng e ver y a ppear ance of e vil (22).  

Sin is alway s sin but the f orms i n whi ch the de vil pres ents it 
takes on  diff eren t a ppear ances.  

 
4. T he pur pose f or bei ng obedi ent to God' s  wil l , o pen t o  

God’s w ork i ngs and opposed t o t he d evi l ’s w ork i ng, wa s that 
they might be set apart through and through (23).  Not e t hi s 
was Paul ’s p r ayer th at t hey mi ght b e wholly set apart or 
through and through -  body, soul and spirit -  be pres erved 
blamele ss un t o Ch r ist’s c oming . Sanctificat i on or b ei ng s et 



apar t i s n ot l i mi te d t o t he body bu t h as t o do wi t h t he soul an d 
spi r it as w ell.  

5. The p ower to  have a rig ht kind  of relatio nship is  
fo und i n t he On e w ho ca l l ed t hem (2 4). He i s f ai t hf ul when we 
are tempted (I Cor . 10 : 13 ) ,w hen we confess  our si ns t o 
f or gi ve t hem ( I J n 1 : 9 ) , a n d  when we c ast o ur car es u pon H im 
(I P et. 5 :7 ) .  

D. Concl uded wi t h some  remarks th at called  upon the m t o practi ce 
the right kind of r elationship (25-2 8). 

1.His prayer  re quest (25) ca l le d for a recog ni t ion o f 
those o ver t hem. It  als o poin t ed out thei r need fo r God’ s 
power t o do God’s work.  

2. Hi s gr eeti ng ( 26),  charg e(27 ) , a nd ben edic t ion (28)  
necessitated a right kind of relationship with one 
another.  

 


