ITHESSALONIANS 4:131 8

VI.PA UL S ENCOWRAGEMENT TO THE TH ESSALONIANS (4: 13-5:1 1)

A. Was a Revelation concerning those who had died.

1.

It wasgi ven sot heywouldn't sorrow |lik e
t heun saved ( 13).

a.Some oft heT hessalon i anb elie vers had

apparen tly died since Paul was wi t h them.
Some were no dou bt sorrowing beca use they
thought their lo vedoneswho de di nChri st

woul dn ots harei n theblessings of thelLord s
return. Cons  equentlythe y were sorrowin g
justl iket hose whoh adl ostu nsaved!| oved
ones.

b. Paul 'sre vela tionto t hem about their | oved
oneswa s fort hisp urpose - sot heywoul dn’'t
sorrowl i keo thers.

2.1tp ointe d out tothe mthat theirlove d

onewou | dbe resurrect ed (14-16).

a.Hes aidt hose "who sleep in Jesus", me aning
thesav ed whohad di ed,wo uld be brought back
wit h Chri st (14). Accordingt ol IC or. 5:8
whenab eliever dieshei s present "with the
Lor d" although h i sbody liesint he grave.
When Christ comes atthe rapt ure those
departe d saints will come with Hi m and their
souls will be reunitedwitht heir bodies.

b.Conc ernin g thosedead missing out,Pau | sai d
thosew ho areal ivewhentheLo rdcomes will
not" prevent" or" precede"(go bef ore)those
who are dead i nChrist (15). Theword here
isstat edemphat i cally - they" nmay never
never go first

c.Conc ernin g the order ande vents ofthi s
resurre ction Paul is very speci fic:

1.Firs tly, the Lordwil | descendfrom
heaven with a "shout"or lite ral y
"a word of command".His  voicewi ||
be authoratative as that of an
archangel anda s CGod’' st runpet
signifyingag reate vent

2. Secondly, wh en His Word of co mmand is



given those dead inChrists hall "stand
up again"o rb e resurrected.

3.Third 1y, t hosewho arealiv e shallbe
caught upwi th themin theclo wuds( 16).

3.1t shared the mystery of the rapture with
them (1 7).

a. Aftert hedeadi n Christh aveb eenr esurrected
therewillb ea"™ catching up"o fa Il living
bel i everst ogether int hec | ouds.

b. Thisi st hes ametr uthPauls haredwit ht he
Gorinthians (ICo r. 15:51:53) and wi | fulfill
th e Lords promise gventoHisd sgpe s ndn
14:1-3).

c. Paul gives the purpose of this
"catching up”. |twill befora
meeting with the Lord in the air.

4.1t was given to comfort those whose loved ones
had died in Chri st (17-18).

d. Noton |y woul d there be a resurrecti on of
their |oved oneswhodie d in Chri stbut
therew ould alsobe a reunion wit h them
when the Lord comes.

e. Note when this all takes place we
will"™ al ways be" wit h the Lord.P aul
sai d to useth ese wordsto comfor t one
anoth er (1 8).



