| THESSALON ANS 4: 1-12

PAW SEXHIRTATIONST O THET HESSALONANS (4 : 1- 12)

A.Werefo rt hemtoha vea walk thatwo uld abound nore
and nore inple asingGod (1-8).

1. Such awalkin volvedfo |lowng the Lord s commands
(1-2) . Thisi swhat Pauland his fello wworker s had
give n th e Thessalonian believers .

2. Such awal kI nvol ved conducti ng th ensel ves
properly in sensualm atters( 3-8).

a. God’s wll in suchmatt ers was thatt hey
shoul da bstain fr omfo rnication. This was
al so theirs ancti fi cation ora thing from
which theymustb e" set apart”. Therec anb e
nopl easi ngGod whena Christi an’s walk
involves fornica t ion because that is against
God's wll (3).

b. G odswil | in thismat ter wasfor themto
know how topos sess their vesselsin
sancti fic ati ona ndh onor (4-5). Noteth is

meant theyweren ot to conduct themsel ves
lik e the unsavedusi ng theirbo diesi n the
lust of sensua lity.

C. Gods will in thesemattersw ast hatnom an
def raud hisb rotheri nnot" any" but" the"
matter( 6) . Thedef raudingor wongi ng a
brot her neant havinghi s wfe through a
yiel dedness tos ensuallus t end covet ousnsss.
Paul said the Lord wil la venge those whodo
So.

d. Th er eason for conductin gt hemsel vesp roperly
inth ese natt erswasre latedt o God's call for
the m Hehad called themtoa holy li fe not
an uncl eanl if e.

e. Paul said he therefore that" despi set h" or rather
"rej ect et h" this counsel was not rejecting the
message of men but God whose will they had made
known by the Hay Spirit (8).

B. Were for them to have a love that would increase
more and maet owardt heBrethren (9-10).



1.Paul said this is something that you already know —
tolove thebrethren - becauseGodh ast aughty ou that

(9).

2. FromwhatPa ul saysh erea boutt heirl ove forth e
brethren inalM acedonia, wes eeth atthe irl ove wasn ot
confi ned to some li tl e groupor even their ownc hurch

fol ks (10) . Note their exhortatio nwasno tt o stop or
remai nt hes ame butto incr easemoreand  nore.

C.Weref orth emto have ag ood testimony before those unsaved
(11, 12)

1. T o havea goodtesi monymea ntth eynee ded tos tudy tobe
quiet. Ino therw ords they neededt o be "anbitious"f or
a quiet and peacefullf e which wouldmagni fyC hris t
rathe r thant ryingto keepupwit h th e ambitions of t he
world. NotelT im. 22; Phil. 1:20.

2. To havea good testimonymeant theyn eededt o do their
ownb usi ness. This means tos tayo ut oft hea ffair sof
ot hers. The Christian canno t have a goodtestim onyif he
goesabo ut asabu sy-body tryin g to attendt o other
people’ s business. Mast who do,do n't takec areo f their
own! Ve¢al |h ave enough businessof our owntoK eepus
busy if wewil | do it

3. T o havea goodtest inmonymeantth eyhad to workwiththeir
own hands. Therewas nod oubta m sunderstandi ng anong
the Thessalo nian sa boutChr ist s return.A nunber oft hem
thoughtbeca useo f their tria s theywereinthe
tribulation, so th ey had quit their | obs and were waitin g
for the coming of theLord. Thesewere thenl iving off
othersi n the Chuch. To workisw hat Paulha dc ommanded
them(l | Thes.3:10). Tretth iss necessayior  agood
tesimon y ssu bsat iaedn @l 3:22-25; 4:5.

4. Na et he reason forha vinga quiet i fe, tending to one’s
ownbusinessa  ndw orking with his ownhands issoth e
Christian mightwal K, honestly not" toward’but” face to face
w t h"the unsaved. (12). Anotherreas onis sohewontbe
lacking. Ino ther wadsh € IIb e ableto provid ef or hiso wn

5. This exhortati onto have agoodt estimony cannot be over-
emphasi zed. Lacko fa good test i mmybef oreth e unsavedis
nodoubtoneo  f th e biggesthindr ances toone’sown chur ch
and theworkofthe Lord. When Christians cant  honestlyface
tho se unsavedgr eat detr nent isdo ne. How nanyareth ere
whoho I d the excuse ofhy pocrite s int he churches as their
reasonf ornot respondingto thed amsof Chris t?



