
                         I Thessalonians 

                         Chapter 2:17-3:13 

IV .  P AUL’ S ENDEAVORS CONCERNING THE THESSALONI ANS 

A. We r e fi r st of al l t o s ee t hem but he h ad been hi ndere d ( 17 - 18)  

1. Note although Paul and his companions had been taken 
out of their presence, their hearts were still with 
them (17) .  

2. Paul sai d " once and again" he w oul d have c ome b ut S ata n 
had hi nder ed (18). T he w ay he hin dere d i s pr obabl y 
thr ough t he se cur ity or bo nd th at Jas on and h i s f r i ends 
gav e t o the r ul er s of t he c i t y. It no doubt was t o band 
Paul f r om t he ci t y. Not e A ct s 17: 5- 9) .  

B. Were  the r esu l t of a soulw i nner ’s conc ern f or t hem (19-20)  

1. The Th essal oni an conver t s we r e apa r t of t he basi s o f Paul ’ s 
r ewar d and r ej oic i ng.  

2. Sinc e Paul saw them a s his bas i s for g l ory and j oy this  
made him concern ed about them and  desire to be wit h them 
(20).  

C. Wer e t o f in d o ut i f t hey w er e s tea dfa st i n th e mids t of al l 
their afflictions  (3:1 - 5) .  

1. So w hen h e could stan d it no l onger no t kno wing , he sent  
Timothy (1 -2 ) .  Paul’s purpose in  sending Timothy was als o 
to est abl i sh and com f or t t hem so t hey wo uld n’ t be moved from  
their faith by  t he trials they wer e suffering ( 3 ) .  Thi s 
thi ng of suf fe r i ng t r ib ula t i on f or fa i th in C hri st is what 
he had to l d t hem when he wa s wi t h th em ( 4 ) .  

2. An ot her r eas on he sent Ti moth y was t o s ee i f t he 
te mpt er or devil had deceived t hem and his labor  been in  
vain ( 5 ) .  

D. W ere re warde d when Timothy br ought him back wor d from them (6 - 10)  

1. The good t idi ngs of t heir f ait h, love,  and r emembrance of 
Paul and hi s f el l ow- wor ker s m ade t hem co mfo r t ed i n the i r 
aff l ic t io ns ( 7 ) .  Paul said w e can li ve now, n ot t he w ord 
" if" bu t " since" ye  stan d fas t in the  Lor d (8) . Thi s 
express es what t r avail of  soul Pa ul had  for the m and not  
knowi ng of their state.  

2. Ti mot hy ’ s wo rd about t he T hes sa lo nia ns cr eat ed i n 
Paul th anksgi vin g to God f or the  j oy over t hem ( 9 ) .  

 



  3. The wor d conce r ni ng th e T hess al oni ans al so cause d Paul  
to pray t hat he migh t see t hem and might co mpl et e w hat th eir     
fai t h l acked ( 1 0 ) .  This r ef ers t o h i s t eachi ng m i nis t ry which 
was prematurely i nterrupted.  

 
 E. Wer e now, mor e than befor e, f or God t o dir ect him to t hem ( 1 1 )  

1. The word " and" should be rendered " even" referring to 
God our Fat her.  

2. The wo r d " direct" me ans " to make straight" .  I n ot her wo r ds 
He wanted God to send him unhindered to them. 

 F . Wer e f or th e Lor d t o ma ke th em abound in L ove ( 12-13)  

   1. Note this love was to abound toward one another and also 
toward all m en ( 12).  

   2. Love is not the end here but it is a means to the end of 
being unblamable in holiness (13). 

 


