| THESSALON ANS

Chapter 2:1-16

[I.  PAUL'S ENTRANCE UNTO THE THESSALONANS

A.Show edth ath e andhi s fel | ow-workers were
faithfu | wit nesses despiteper secutio n (1-2)

1.Ev enth ough Paulan dhisc ompanio ns had suffered
atPh ilippi, whenth ey canet o Thessal onicat hey
were fait hful tokee p on wtne ssin g (2). Note
Acts 16:16-40.

2.No tet heb old nesst hey possessedwas in "Qur
God". In othe r words Pau | and his fellow -
workers were so c onscien ceof the prese nce and
power of God that theywer e not afraid to speak
theg ospel (2).

B. Showed that he and his fellow-workers were
faithful stewards with the gospel (3-6).

1. They didn’t use some deceptive means to exhort
the Thessal onian s.Neith erdi d theyusei npure
motives , bai t or trickery (3).

Qften times fol kstry to present thegos pel
usinganymea ns availa ble todo so.The y
attem ptt o exhort othe rsb y pr etendingto do
one thing and co ne up doing anoth er. They
advert isea nd baitt o drawcrowdsthe n it's
anot her story.P auland his compa nions just
boldly spoke the gospelas fai thfuls tewards.

2. Asfa ithf uls tewardsw ith the gospelth ey
preac hed top |l ease God (4). O te n today there
are those who pr each to please men or have a
mini st ry that doesn’t offe ndan yone.

3. As faithful stewards with the gospel they
didn’t use flattering words nor did they wear a
cloak of covetousness (5). In other words they
didn’t preach and try to gain converts by
flattering or praising those without Christ.
They didn’t use the gospel as a cloak or mask
with a motive underneath of covetousness.

4. As faithful stewardswitht he Gospel they
didn't se ek glo ryfrommenbecau se they were



apostles, nor di d they become bur  densome or demand
sustenance which was their mht(6).

C.Show edth ath e andhi s fel | ow-workers
were co ncern ed a bout others and dedicated to
theirwork  (7-9).

1. Justlike an ursing mother che rishes or
cares for her ow n, so were Paul a nd his
companions conce r ned about the Thessalonans

(7).

2. Just asa nursingmot heri s so affecti onate

and her chil dren so dear that she would give her o
life for them, P aul and his compa nions would have
given their live s for the Thessal onia ns(8).

3. The fact that Paul and his fel | ow- workers
supported themse | ves while they p r eached the
gospel to the Thessalonians showed how
dedicate d they weretothe irwork (9).

D. Show edth ath e andhi s fel | ow-workers first
set the prop er exampl esan d th en exhorted

oth ersto fol low (10-12).

1.Th eyb ehaved themsel veshol ily, just lya nd
unbla mabl y anong the Thessalonian believers
(10). Before God they lived holy liv es or

separated! ives;bef oreme nt heyl ive d
righteouslyorsh ow ngr i ghteousnessi nsteado f
si n. Being unblamable, if a charg e were made it
wouldn't stick.

2.Ju sta s a fatherex hort s,e ncourages , and

charg esh i s chil dren so did Paul t he
Thessalonian con  verts that they m ght walk
worthyo f Godasc hildren ofHis K ngdom
(11,12). Walking worthily of Go d istolive

with the spiritu al ambition ofb ecom ng
confornedt ot he charactero fG od. Since God is
holy we are to be holy (I Pet. 1:15). Since

Godislo vewe are tolo ve (1J n. 4:7-8).
Since Godis goodwe are tob e good (Rom 2:4;
Mat. 5:16) etc.

. PAUL'S EF FECT UPON THE THESSALONIANS (2 : 13-1 6)

A. Was evidenced by the way they received God's Wad
(13)



1.Hew asth ankf ulbecau sewhent heyhear d
thewor d,th ey receiv edi t asGod'’'s Word
and not man’ s word .

2.500 ften folk s hearG ods Wrdand rel egate

ittoo nlyt hepreacher s int erpr etation or
opinion . Note thisword had anef fectuponthose
that believed. S uch effectis s tated in verse
14.

B.Was evidencedb yth e way th ey suffer ed
perse cuti onf or their beli ef (14 -1 6).

1. The Thessalonians who believed became followers
or" imtators'ofthe Judaean churches. For as
the Judaean churches had suffered persecution
from their own people, the Jews, so did the
Thessalonians suffer persecution from their own

people (14).

2. The Jews that persecuted the Judaean
churches are described in verses 15 and 16.

a.

o

(@]

Theyki |ledth eL ord Jesus andt heiro wn

pro phets (15).

They per secuted P aulandt heapos tles
(15). NoteActs 17:5-9.

They weren ot (presentl y) pleasing Gad
alt hough they weresi ncer e,z ealo us,an d
reli giou s,b ecause they werei gnorant (15).
NoteRom10:1-3).

They were agai  nst all other men as the
wind is agains t thosewhoattenpt to sail
a differentco urse (15).

They forbade Pau | and others tow i tness
to the Gentiles t hatthe y mightb e
saved. Notic e suchactio nswere fillng
up their sins or reaching thel i m tsof
God’ s longsuffe ring with sinners

(16 ). Thewraththat"came" upon t hem
(the Jews) has ref erenceto  thei r bei ng
scatter edan d cursedfor thei r

rejecti onan d rebellion against God.






