II. MANIFESTATION OF CHRIST'SPOWER
IN PUBLIC MINISTRY
JOHN 9

A. THE HEALING OF THE MAN BORN BLIND (9:1-4)
1. Noticethe drcumstances which preduded this mirade (9:1-5).
a. AsJesuspassd by He and His disciples ssw aman who was
from his birth (1). Noticeit wasa common sight to

seeblind beggars but it was awonderful oppatunity for everyone when Jesus
passed hy.

b. Sedang the blind man, the disciples wanted to knowv whaose dnl
caused this (2). Thedisciples no doulh shared atraditional Jewish belief that
suff ering was the result of some speafic sin.

c. TheLord Jesus answered that this man’s blindnesswas neither the result of his
or his parent’s sn. His condtionwas that the f &od
shoud be manifested in him (3). Thisdoesn’t mean God pupaosed thisman’'s
blindressjust for thisoccasion bu that he being blind would provide an
oppatunity for God s works to be demonstrated.

d. Jesusthen gave astatement which identified what He was about to dowas the
work of God and what the Father had sent Him to do(4,5).

2. Noticethe way Jesus heded this man and hav he testified to his neighbars (9:6-12).

a. Jesus made day, anointed his eyes and told him to wash in the pod or
(6,7).

b. When aherswondered if it was he that had been bind he said, “l am he” (8,9).

c. When athers wanted to know how this mirade was wrought, he told them what
ad dorefor him (10,12. Noticethere ought to be a
noticedle differencein ou lives after the Lord dces awork of gracein ou lives
and when questioned abou it, we ought to be @leto pant people to Jesus.

3. Noticehow this man gave testimony to the Pharisees and hav they readed (13-34).

a. When the man’s neighbars had brought him to the Pharisees they questioned
him becaise it was dore onthe ag andthen they
concluded that the one having dore thiswas not of God (13-16). Herewe see
how legali sm blinds people to the wonderful graceof God. We ae not blessed
becaise we kegp some set of laws. Noticewhat was dore aeaed adivision
among the people and presented a personal choice @ncerning Jesus.




b. Then the Pharisees asked the man who was formerly blind hov he regarded
Jesus (17). Hesaid Hewas a .

C. The Phariseesthen cdled the man's and guestioned them.
Noticewhil e they identified the man as their son and that he had been ban
blind, they would na identify themselves with Jesus out of fea of being
excommunicated, so they “passed the buck” asit were (18-23). This same
problem came aou later (In. 1242).

d. When the man who was formerly blind was questioned again and threaened
with being excommunicaed, he told what he knew and confessed that Jesus
must be from God. Upon hs confesson they condemned him and cast him out
or excommunicaed hm from the Jews' religion (24-34).

4. Noticehow Jesusidentified Himself to this man and hav he becane abeliever (9:35-38).

a  Wenatice dter this man was excommunicaed Jesus found hm and asked hm
if he believed in the Son d God (35).

b. The man wanted to know so he wuld believe and when Jesus identified Himself
to hm he believed and Him (36-38). Thisiswhat shoud
follow our coming to knaw the Lord.

5. Noticehow Jesus answered the pharisees who owrhead His gatement regarding spiritual
blindress(9:39-41).

When the Pharisees asked if they themselves were blind, Jesus answered them with a
paradox.

If they were blind, they would be better off becaise they would have an excuse and nd
know what was going on, bu they did know (or could se€ and therefore they were guilty.

QUESTIONSWHICH APPLY TO OUR LIVES

. What may we rightly conclude éou sicknesses and suff erings from verse 9:2?
. Who arethelightsin thisworld today? (Jn. 95; Matt. 5:14)

. What are some ways we can ill uminate this sn-darkened world?

. What leson dowe lean form verse 77

. How did the Pharisees view Jesus becaise He had dore this mirade on the Sabbath? (9:16)



6. Name some daraderistics of the blind man which picture the mndtion d lost people (2,9).
7. Can you chart the progresson d the blind man coming to exercise faith in Jesus?

8. What did the blind man’s parents display in verses 18-23 and why did they answer in that
fashion? How doesthis apply to peoplein ou day?

9. Name some of the dharader qualiti es of the Lord Jesus intimated in this chapter (4,5,6,35,3Y.
10. What was the blind man’ s testimony acerding to versus 9 and 25?

11.How did this man demonstrate his faith in Jesus? (9:38)

12. What was Jesus' argument against the Pharisees’ questionin verses40and 471?

13.How does verse 31 apply to people today?

14.What was the results of the blind man’s testimony after he was given sight?

15. What are two things mentioned in this acournt which we shoud focus onif we were asked to
defend ou faith? (9:11)

EXPOSITORY NOTES

9:2  Thequestion which the disciples asked Jesus was based onthe Jewish belief that al suffering
was punshment for sin. But sincethis man was born bind, ke himself could na have sinned before
birth. It shoud be naticed that all physicd problems are the result of Adam’ s transgressons and the
curse which consequently came uponthe whole human race(Rom. 5:12) but to assume that all suffering
comes as aresult of some particular sin someone has committed is unscriptural. Note this was the false
asumption d Job'sfriends andit certainly didn't apply to the gostle Paul (Il Cor. 127).

9:6.7 We note how Jesus miraaulously opened the eyes of the blind man. But the greaest miradein
this chapter was not opening this man’s eyes, it was the opening of his heat to the Saviour. A man
could be given physicd sight and it would be wonderful, bu if he died ursaved it would be the worst

tragedy.

Noticethe opening of this man’s heat to the Saviour co-incides with Johni s purpose for
recording the miradesin his gospel acourt (John 2031).

We can seethen awonderful progresson which leads this man to faith in Christ. When
questioned by his neighbars how he had been given sight hefirstly said “a man caled Jesus’ had made
clay (9:11). When guestioned by the Pharisees of what he had to say abou Jesus he said, “Heisa
prophet” (9:17). When questioned a seacondtime by the Pharisees he dedared that Jesus was from God



(9:33). Finally when Jesus asked him if he believed onthe Son d God, e wanted to knov who He was
so he aould believe (9:25,39. Andwhen Jesus identified Himself as the Son d God the man given sight
believed onJesus and worshipped Him (9:37,39.

9:35-37 Here Jesus confirms once again His deity as God' s Son. Noticethe devil triesto deny the deity
of Christ andto dscredit and dshona Him by using people to say things which are not Scriptural. I've
even head a cetain preater say that Jesus nowhere said He was the Son d God. But John 937 refutes
thisfalladous gatement.



