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A. Theway Jesus own brethren displayed their unbelief (7:1-9)

1. Thischapter begins with Jesus walking in Galil eebecaise the Jews of Judeasought to kill
Him (7:1). It isevident there was alapse of some months between chapters 6 and 7. He had | eft
Capernaum of chapter 6.

2. Noticewhen the Jewish Feast of Tabernades was at hand the half brothers of Jesus pressed
Him to go to thefeast in Judea They argued if He wanted to be known openly He couldn't do
thingsin seaet. If He culd dotheir things then He shoud show Himself to His disciples (Not
the twelve, bu Hisfoll owers), and to the world (2-4). Verse 5 gives the reason why His half
brothers had said these things - they didn't believe in Him. They had spoken in a sarcastic way.
Hereinliesaprinciple: oftentimesthose neaest and deaest to believers present the most
oppasition to them and are the hardest to read spiritually.

3. The Lord Jesus responcked to His brothers by saying His time was not yet come, meaning the
time of His deah. Their time wastheir own, bu Jesus was onadivine timetable and He knew
the Jewish leaders of Judaeasought to kill Him (6).

4. Finally Jesus pointed ou the reason why the world hated Him but not them (7). He then
exhorted His brothers to go upto the feast and He tarried for awhilein Galilee(8, 9. Herewe
naotice how Jesus walked moment by moment in harmony with His heavenly father. Note John
8:29.

B. The eventswhich took placeat thefeast (7:10- 36)
1. First of dl, the Lord Jesus came later to the feast but in seaet (10).

2. Seawndy, the Jews (meaning the Jewish rulers who sought to kill Him), were trying to find
Him and were questioning others (11). We naticethere was a discusson among the people dso
concerning Jesus. His charader and dactrine were goparently the subjeds, but no ore spoke
openly becaise they feared the Jewish rulers (12,13.

3. Abou the midde of the feast (after 3 days or so0), Jesus went to the temple and taught. The
Jewish leaders marveled at what He said and questioned hav He knew Scriptural things having
not leaned o been taught by teaders of their day (14,15.

4. Jesus responced by saying His doctrine or teading was not His but the One who had sent

Him (16). Jesus pointed ou if aman wanted to know if His teating was from God, e omuld
know it by obeying Godswill (17). In ather words, dang God's will would authenticate what
Hewas saying. Jesus said further that He sought the Father's glory and nd Hisown (18). Notice
aprinciple here - if apersonwill dowhat Godswill i s, Gods Word will prove itself trueto him.



5. Jesus questioned why they sought to kill Him when Moses had given them alaw which they
didn't ke (19). The people responced that He must have ademon (or be mad) and questioned
who wanted to kill Him (20). Then Jesus pointed ou they sought to kill Him for doing one work
(onthe Sabbath day). Yet they circumcised a dhild onthe Sabbath day if it wasthe aght day
acording to the law (21-23). Jesus exhorted them to judge things righteously (24). In ather
words if the law alowed for awork of necessty, it would surely all ow for awork of mercy (like
heding a man onthe Sabbath (Jn. 516).

6. At thistime, some of the ammmon people identified Jesus as the One whom the Jewish rulers
sought to kill. Their question suggested a negative reply - nothe rulers dont believein Him.
Then they defended their own unkelief (25-27). Noticewhen Jesus identified Himself and
denourced their unbelief they sought to take Him but couldn't (28-30).

7. Notice & aresult of Christ'steatings sme believed onHim and were discussng the basis of
their belief (31).

8. When the Pharisees head the things the people were saying abou Jesus, they sent officers to
take Him (32).

9. Verses 33-36 pant out the blindnessof unbelief among the Jewish leaders. When Jesus
spoke of going where they would seek Him and nd be ale to find Him and going where they
could na come, they were baffled. A time would come when they would need the Saviour
whom they had rejeded.

C. Thededaration which Jesus made conceming Himself and the Holy Spirit (7:37-39).

1. Onthelast day of the Feast of Tabernades as the people would commemorate God's
provision d water for the Isradites, Jesus foodand invited any who was thirsty to come unto
Him and (37). Tothirst meansto have aspiritua need andredize youre alost
sinner. Andto drink meansto appropriate Christ for oneself by believing and trusting in Him.

2. The Lord Jesus went onto say those who bkelieve on Him (or drink of Him), would have rivers
of living flowing out of their heat (38).

3. Verse 39 makesit clea that the "living water” is the Holy Spirit whom believers would
recave dter Jesuswas glorified. Wefindin Acts 2 after the Lord Jesus was glorified, the Holy
Spirit came and indwelt believers. Sincethat time, al who believe onthe Lord Jesus recave the
Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9).

D. Thedivision which arose over the Lord Jesus (7:40-53).

1. After Jesus had dedared Himself to be the sourceof living water those who heard Him were
divided. Some mncluded He was the which Moses had written abou (40).
Others sid He was the (41). Andsome questioned these opinions because He
came from (42,43. Noticesome would have arested Him for proseaution (44).




Notice dso some men and women are still divided over who Jesusis. Notice a cetain principle
inVerse 44: when apersonisin Godswill heisimmortal until hiswork isdore.

2. From verses 44-45 we find the Pharisees had sent (apparently the temple
guards) to arrest the Lord Jesus. But when they returned empty-handed, the Pharisees were
annoyed and asked them why they had na brought Him. When the officers testified of how
Jesus goke, the Pharisees acaised them of being deceved by Jesus (46,47). The Pharisees then
denourced those who believed in Jesus by saying that nore of the religious leaders had believed
and that those who kelieved were acaised becaise they didn't know what the law said abou the
coming Messah (48-49).

3. According to verses 50-51 Nicodemus redi zed the Pharisees had arealy passed

upalasus withou afair trial so he put aquestionto them. The Pharisees
responced by asking if he was from Galil eemeaning one of Jesus foll owers (52). They went on
to discourt faith in Jesus becaise He had come from Galil ee

4. Finaly the people returned to their homes sncethe Feast of Tabernades was over (53).
Notice & aresult of meding Jesus, some had believed onHim. But the vast majority had
rejeded Him.

QUESTIONSWHICH APPLY TO OUR LIVES

1. Why do you think Jesus half brothers urged Him to go to Jerusalem for the Feast?

2. What principleisill ustrated in verses 7:7,8?

3. How did the Lord Jesus relate divine teading to pradicd livingin verses 17 an 18?

4. What was the agument that Jesus used against the Phariseesin verses 22 & 23?

5. Why were the Jews unable to take Jesus ac@rding verse 29 and what principleis reveded here when

apersonisin Godswill ?

6. What truth abou the Holy Spirit'sindwelling isreveding in verses 37-39?

7. Name some present-day religious groups who tead atherwise.




8. What was the resporse of the officer in verse 46 and what did it reved?

9. Based upon \erse 50 doyou think Nicodemus was a believer and saved at this time?

10.If Nicodemus was saved at thistime what problem isreveded here?

11.Based uponthe eror and ignorance displayed by the Phariseesin verse 52 what important principle
canwelean?
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Expository Notes
"in Jewry" refersto Judeawhere Jerusalem, the spiritual center, was located

The Feast of Tabernades was cdebrated in the fall (Oct) and it commemorated God's provision
for His people in the wilderness It was one of the threefeasts held at Jerusalem and the Jews
dwelt in bodhs made of branches during this feast of seven days. To commemorate the pill ar

of firewhich had led them, the temple aeawas lighted by large candesticks. Each day the
priests would cary water from the pod of Siloam and pou it out commemorating how God hed
provided water from the rock.

"His brethren” here refers to Jesus half brothers born to Mary after Jesus was born (Act 1:14;
Matt. 1355).

"My time" isthe way the Lord Jesus referred to His deah (dn. 24; 7:6,8,30 8:20; 12.23; 13.1;
17:1). Jesuslived onadivinetimetable and everything He did was dore in submissonto the
Father. "Your time", referring to Jesus brothers, was always ready or nat lived in oledienceto
Godswill. They could go where they wanted to and dowhat they pleased becaise they were
living for their own desires.

"The Jews' here no doulb refers to the Jewish leaders who sought to kill Jesus becaise He had
broken the Sabbath with mirades.

Having never learned means that Jesus did na attend a schod for rabbis like Paul had studied
under Gamaliel (Acts 22:3).

The "onework" refersto the mirade of heding of the impotent man by the pod of Bethesdain
chapter 5.

This datement displayed the ignorance of the Pharisees because the Scriptures tead that Jonah
came out of Galil ee ad he was the sign giver to their sinful generation (Il Kings 14:25;
Matt.1239,40.






