[I. MANIFESTATIONS OF CHRIST'SPOWER
IN PUBLIC MINISTRY
JOHN 4

A. The mnversion of a Samaritan woman (4:1-26)

1. NoticeJesus had left and comeinto Galilee This may have been to
prevent the Pharisees from causing divisions among the Jews because of His popuarity
(4:1-3).

2. Verse 4 says He must neals go through Whil e thiswas the direa
route it was not the route taken by Jews. The need to go through Samariawasto reat a
certain spiritualy nealy .

3. When Jesus had come to the placeof well nea Sychar around

6 P.M. He sat onthewell torest. In thisacourt we lean that while Jesus posessd a
divine nature, He dso passessed a human nature and His humanity was subjed as oursto
bewmming weaied (4:5,6).

4. When a cetain woman of Samaria caneto draw water, Jesus asked her to given Him
(4:7).

5. When the woman guestioned why He being a Jew would ask her for help, He said if
she knew who He was $he would have aked of Him and recaved

water (4:10).

6. When Jesus explained the diff erence between the water from Jacob's well and the
water He gives the woman asked for this water (11-15).

7. Jesus then asked her to cdl her When she answered that she
didn't have one, Jesus pointed ou the sinful things which charaderized her life (4:16-18).

Herein liesan all important principle. It'sonething to desire dernal life, it's quite
another thing to adknowledge one's sn and come to repentance which predudes
recaving this gift.

8. Noticebecause of the personal things which Jesus had told her she perceved that He
was a and then turned the conwersationto areligiousisaue (4:19).
Thisis oftentimes what people do when they are confronted with their sins and reed for
salvation. They begin to ask where did Cain get hiswife, or where did the bladk man
come from?




9. Jesus answered the woman's question and said the time had come for true worshippers
to worship the Father in andin (4:21-24). God no
longer had a placeon eath to worship.

Notice now that those who kelieve can enter into God's presence by faith and
worship Him there. It doesn't matter where abeliever's body may be - in prison,
in bonage, or afar off, he can draw nigh to the heavenly sanctuary in his sirit by
faith.

The Jews worship was not aworship of the spirit and the Samaritan's worship
was not aworship in truth.

10. When the woman spoke of what Christ the Mesgah would be &leto do,He
identified Himself asthe (4:25,26.

11. The woman then left her and went into the
and bae witnessof Christ (4:28-30). Thisled athersto cometo seeChrist for
themselves. Someone has sid, "thiswoman left her waterpat and went away with a
well ."

B. The onversation between Jesus and Hisdisciples (4:27-38)

1. When the disciples had returned from buying foodin the vill age of Sychar (4:8) they
that Jesus was talking to this (4:27).

2. When the disciples constrained Jesus to ed He said He had to ed
that they didn't know abou (4:31,32.

3. Noticein verses 34-38 we see a ontrast in interests. The disciples interest wasin
and they had gone @dou to get it. The Lord Jesus was interested in
(4:34).

Someone has sid - "we get what we go after in life."

4. Jesusthen used an analogy of ripened whed to ill ustrate that souls need to be
harvested right now for and hav Hisdisciples swoud be

involved in sowing and regping (4:35-38).

Herewe find aprinciple ébou soul winning. Someone has to first sow the seed
and then ancther laborer regps a harvest.

C. The results of the Samaritan woman's witness(4:39-42)



1. Wenatice & aresult of thiswoman's conversion and witness fahat
city (4:39).

2. Thewoman hed testified that Jesus had told her (4:39).

3. The woman's testimony resulted in the Samaritans coming to see Jesus and many
more then believed because of van (4:40-42).

4. Noticethe Samaritans were given the spiritual insight to know that Jesus was not just
the Saviour of the Jews but of the (4:42).

D. Thehealing o the nobleman's n (4:43-54)

1. When the nodeman from Capernaum head that Jesus had returned to Galil eehe
came asking Jesus to cometo his on and im (4:47).

2. Noticewhat Jesus sid in verse 48is 9 charaderistic of mankind. Man wants to
&fore he believes. But Jesus teades usto first then we shall

see

Noticeit is more honaing to the Lord Jesus to believein what He says than to
believe becaise He gives us visible proof.

3. Hithertofore the nodeman's faith had been in the mirades which Jesus had dore. But
now he believed the which Jesus had spoken.

4. Notice athe nodeman went in faith he was met by his srvants who told hm good
news. Heleaned that his snwas heded at the same hou Jesus had said
(50, 53.

5. Notice a aresult of the events which foll owed the nodeman
along with his (4:52,53.

QUESTIONSWHICH APPLY TO OUR LIVES

1. How did the Lord Jesus demonstrate His compasson and concern for al peoplein this
chapter? (4:4)

2. What did Jesus doto begin afriendy relationship with the Samaritan woman?

3. What doesthe gift of God mentioned in verse 4:10 refer to?




4. What does the living water refer to?

5. What charaderized this woman's life which indicaed that she was lost and needed the Lord?

6. What does it mean to worship God in spirit and in truth?

7. What happened as aresult of this woman's testimony in 28,29,39

8. Where did Jesus go when He left Sychar?

9. What was the seaondmirade which Jesusdid in Gdlilee€? First?

10.What does the expresson "white dready to harvest” mean?

11.What does this harvest require of us?

12. Name some ways the Samaritan woman who came to Christ differed from Nicodemus.

EXPOSITORY NOTES

4.4 Noticethe placeof thisinterview with the Samaritan woman was nea the vill age of Sychar.
This city stoodat the fork of two roads - one led toward Capernaum and the other led toward
Nazareth. It was the same Old Testament city known as Shechem (Gen. 3318-20).

4:9 The Jews had no ceding with the Samaritans and looked dovn uponthem with despite
because these people were half-breeds who were the off spring of Jews who hed intermarried with
the Gentil es during the Assyrian captivity (Il Kings 17:24-41). To avoid contad with the
Samaritans the Jews would journey from Jerusalem to Galil eeby going toward Jericho and
crossng the Jordan river. Then they would travel north onthe eat side of the Jordan through
Perea and then crossthe river again into Galil ee



4:10 Noticethe "living water" to which Jesus referred has referenceto the Holy Spirit
(Jdn. 7:38, 39.

4:20 Notice"thismourtain" refersto Mt. Gerizim. On this mountain the Samaritans had bult a
temple and believed that this was God's appanted placeto worship Him.

4:24 Herewe ae given adefinition d who andwhat Godis. The nounspirit is anarthrous and
has noarticle - henceit says, "Godis Spirit." Thisrefersto Gods nature & an invisible and
incorpored (no bod)) being. Becaise Godis irit Heis eternal in relationship to all of His
credion. The gostle Johngivestwo ather descriptions of God in hiswritings. He stated that
Godislove (I In. 48), andaso light (I Jn. 1:5). Spirit, love, and light all describe the nature and
charader of God.

4:23-24 Worshipping the Lord in Spirit and in truth was lacking among both Jews as well as the
Samaritans. The Jews were following the law and going through rituals in attempts to worship
God. But thiswas outward and nd aworship o the spirit. The Samaritans on the other hand
had started their own religion withou Scriptura authority and hencethey did na have aworship
"in truth.”



