MANIFESTATIONS OF CHRIST'SPOWER
IN PUBLIC MINISTRY
JOHN 3

A. Thelnterview which Nicodemus had with theLord Jesus (3:1-21).
1. Thisinterview was held at and may have been becaise

Nicodemus feaed criticism, bu it indicaed he needed something more than the
Jew'sreligion (3:1,2).

2. Notice Nicodemus begins by giving atestimony concerning Jesus. The Lord
Jesus knew what was in all men (2:24). He knew this particular man had religion
but it wasn't enough.

3. To bring this man to saving faith, the Lord Jesus got right to the paint of what
Nicodemus neaded (3:3).

4. Nicodemus then reveded hisignorance of spiritual things by asking an absurd
(3:4).

5. The Lord Jesus then asserted the nead for aman to be born "out of"

and d the (3:5). In ather words, a
man must have anatural or physicd birth "out of" water and a spiritual birth from
abowe.

6. Notice "that whichisborn of the flesh” refersto ou physicd birth.

7. Toill ustrate how the new birth from abowve is wrought by the invisible work of
the Holy Spirit, the Lord Jesus used the asanill ustration
(3:8).

8. In verses 10-13the Lord Jesus pointed ou to Nicodemus that His testimony
was from heaven and nd this eath.

9. Jesusthen used an O.T. acourt to ill ustrate the need of believing on Him for
salvation and asserts that this offer is extended to everyone (3:14-18).

10. Finally the Lord Jesus paints out the basis uponwhich men are
(3:18), and why they rejed Him. It is because they love
rather than (3:19). Thedarknessrefers

to

B. The onfesson of John the Baptist regarding the Lord Jesus (3:22-36).



1. Johnsconfesson d the Lord Jesus came éou over a question concerning

:2D).

2. Johris disciples reported that all men were coming to and
being baptized (3:26).

3. Wenaticein verses 27-30instead o being jedous or envious of the Lord
Jesus, John wsed the analogy of a f@ bridegroom to ill ustrate
his place ad pupose in ministry.

4. Then naicehow Johnexalts the person d Christ (31-36).

a. "Hethat cometh from aboweis over " (3:32).

b. He cometh from (3:31).

c. He spe&keth the words of (3:34).

d. Hehasbeen given all meaning authority and he who
believes on Him has life (3:35,30.

QUESTIONSWHICH APPLY TO OUR LIVES

1. What does this chapter reved abou religionin Nicodemus life?

2. That which isborn of the flesh (3:6) refersto a iph.

3. That whichisborn of the spirit (3:6) refersto a i th.

4. What analogy did Jesus use to ill ustrate the invisible work which is dore by the Spirit
of God?

5. What O.T. acourt did Jesus use to ill ustrate that the new birth comes abou through
faith in Him?

6. What did Nicodemus display by the questions he asked abou this siritual birthin
3:4,9?

7. Acoording to 3:19-21 why do people rgjed Christ and the truth abou Him?




8. What verses ow that a person can know that heis saved and hes everlasting life?

9. Johnreferred to hmself asthe f the Bridegroom in 3:29.

10.How did Johnexplain Jesus' relation to God the Father in verses 3:31-36?

11. What principle may we gply from what John cedared in 3:30?
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EXPOSITORY NOTES

The words verily, verily literally means "amen, amen” and are used in Johris
gospel alonefor emphasis. It would be like saying "truly, truly."

Born "again" means born "from abowve." The word may be translated either way
and what is needful shoud cary atwo-fold meaning. A person must have a
seaond brth (again) and this birth must come from above.

Withou this scondand spiritual birth a person"canna se€' or is"not ableto
behad or be admitted” into God's kingdom. See3:5.

There aetwo views regarding the "water" here. Some seethe water asa
referenceto the word which along with the Spirit comprise the two agents of the
new birth (James 1:18; | Pet. 1:23). The @ntext of John 3seems however to
imply that the water is areferenceto anatural physicd birth which isthe first
eathly birth. Whereas the second hrth is from abowve or hearenly and wrought by
the Holy Spirit.

Noticethe word "ye" is plural and indicaes that this new birth is necessary for
everyone not just Nicodemus.

Hereisareferenceonce aain to the dtribute of omnipresencewhich Jesus the
Son d God peEsss.

The word "world" isused in athreefold way in the Scriptures. It may refer to
Godsphysicd creaion (Jn 1:10), Satan's g/stem which opp®es and leaves out
God (I In 215) or to mankind asawhodle. Thisisthe meaning here - it includes
"everyone" and may not be misinterpreted as the world of the ded.



3:18
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Thisverse makesit clea why people go to hell. It is because they do nd believe
in the Lord Jesus.

This verse suppats the biblicd mandate for baptism which is by immersion. It
wouldn't have taken "much water" to sprinkle afew drops on a multitude.

Thisverse makesit clea that everlasting lifeis apresent possessonand nd
something one receves at deah's doa onthe way out of thisworld. The verb
"hath" is a present adive indicaive third person singular form and means "is
having presently"”.



