II. MANIFESTATIONS OF CHRIST'SPOWER
IN PUBLIC MINISTRY
JOHN 12

A. EVENTSWHICH TOOK PLACE AT BETHANY (12:1-8)

1.

Six days before the Jesus came to the home of Martha, Mary, and
Lazarusin Bethany (1).

. Therethey prepared supper for Him and Martha served as He sat with Lazarus and some of

Hisdisciples (2).

Then after supper Mary anointed Jesust ed with apound & costly and died
Hisfed with her hair. The house was fill ed with the odar of the cintment (3). Thiswas an
ad of worship by Mary andit said “there’ s nothing too valuable to giveto Jesus.” Mary'sad
brought a fragranceto the whole house. In thiswe seethere' s a pleasant aromawhich fill s
the house in which Jesus is worshipped and honeoed and given Hisrightful place

In resporse to Mary’s ad, Judas questioned this as a wasteful ad which could have been used
to help the poar (4-6). Judas didn't care aything for the poar. He was a selfish thief and hs
life centered aroundmoney and nd his devotionto Christ. His gatements were expressons
of his &lfish charader. Note Mark 14:3-5.

Jesus then defended Mary and what she had dore (7-8). He said she had dore this against or
in light of His deah and buia and He, unlike the poar, would na be with them much longer.
Mary was $howing her love and affedion for the Saviour before His deah. There'san dd
saying that “we nedl to give people flowers while they're dive not whenthey'redeal.” This
iswhat Mary was doing.

We shoud also nae when someone gives his or her best to the Lord it usually resultsin
criticism by those who do no know Him or do nd hold Him in high esteam.

B. EVENTS SURROUNDING JESUS TRIUMPHANT ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM

(12:9-50).

1. Wenatice many people had head that Jesus was nea Jerusalem and so many came to
Bethany to seeHim but also to see 9).

2. Behindthe scenesthe dief priests had plotted to kill also because many of the

Jews had believed onJesus as aresult of Lazarus being raised (10,11). Herein we see a
principle: when people dorit believein the Lord they seek to doaway with the evidence
which shoud cause them to believe.

The next day Jesus entered in fulfillment of the prophedes
concerning Him and while asmall number gradously receved Him, the Jewish leadersas a




wholergeded Him (12,19. Despite the fad that witnesses of Lazarus raising bore
testimony, it had noeffed uponthe religious leaders (17).

4. At thistime cetain Greeks or sought an interview with Jesus. Although
nointerview is recrded the statements which Jesus made foll owing indicae how His deah
would make away for al to be saved (20-26). The amming of the Greeks to Jesus at thistime
when the Jews had regjeded Him pictures how the Gentiles would hea the gospel and ke
saved. Note Acts 13:46.

5. Jesus then made anumber of statementsin light of Hisimpending deah (27-36).
a. Hewastrouded bu resigned to give Hislife for sinners (27).

b. When He prayed for the Father to glorify His name, God the Father answered bu
those heaing explained it away (28-30).

C. Jesusthen dedared that thisworld isnow judged - meaning for rejeding,
condemning, and crucifying the Son d God (31). Whileit might seam like avictory
for theworld, it would be the victory of the Son d God ower sin.

d. Jesus sid when Hewould be aucified He would draw all men meaning “all kinds’ of
men urto Himself from every nation, tribe, and language (32,33.

e. At thispaint the people asked Him regarding what He said in light of what the law
had said abou Christ. To this Jesus responded with ancther pleafor othersto believe
on Him and savor the oppatunity for salvation. After saying these things Jesus hid
himself from the aowd (34-36).

6. Johnat thispaint gives his own parentheticd comments regarding the Jew’ s disbelief and
rgedion d the Lord Jesus (37-43).

7. Verses44-50 are parentheticd and were probably spoken before verse 36. These verses
asert the fad that Jesus will one day judge dl men onthe basis of His Word and haw they
have responced to it.

QUESTIONSWHICH APPLY TO OUR LIVES

1. What principle regarding worship dd Mary ill ustrate in anointing Jesus?

2. What appli cation can we make for our homes from this incident?




3.What principle regarding relationships with athers can we gply to ou lives?

4. What lesoon can we lean in the Greeks ®&king an interview with Jesus?

5. What principle regarding servicedowe findin verses 24, 253

6. What isill ustrated abou unbdlieversin verses 28,29

7. From verses 42,43can you contrast the belief of some of the Pharisees with genuine belief in the
Lord?

8. What important leson dowe seein verses 37-41 and hav must we view this prophecy?

9.What conclusion can we rightly draw from verses 27,32

10. What do verses 9 and 10 emonstrate ébout unbelievers when they are cnfronted with the faith?

EXPORITORY NOTES

1221 Noticethetime and setting of the eventsin this chapter. It was $x days before the Jewish
Passover Feast and Jesus has come to the house of Martha, Mary and Lazarus (2 miles
away) and it isaweek before His crucifixion. Verses 12-19 record Johri s acount of
Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem.

125 The “pence” mentioned is the denarii which represented alaborer’ swagesfor aday. Three
hunded denarii would be worth nealy awhole yea’s wages of alaboring man.

1223 Noticethisacourt of Mary anointing Jesus' heal seans smilar to the acount of Mark 14:3-9
whereit is dated that she anointed Jesus' fed. But thisacount must nat be confused



with the acourt given in Luke 7:36-50 where aformer harlot anointed Him. Mary was a
virtuous woman who had anointed Jesus' fed in Simon’'s house ealier and now in her
own hane.

12:13 Theword “Hosanna” is a Hebrew word which means “save now”. It appeasthat Jesus' disciples
were expresang their belief that He was the promised One who would deliver the Jews
from Gentile rule and oppesson.

12:37-43 Sean to expressJohn's own parentheticd thoughts concerning how men still rgeded
Jesus despite dl the miraaulous things He had dore.

12:44-50 Sean to foll ow the events which ended after 12:36a becaiseit is sated that Jesus
departed and hd Himself from the multitude.

Chapter twelve presents a charader study in the persons of Martha, Mary,
Lazarus, and Judas. Whil e Judas pictures the selfish hypocriticd unbeliever, Martha
represents the worker and Mary represents the worshipper. Lazarus pictures the one who
isawitnessof the miraaulous power of Christ. Asbelievers we shoud live abalanced
life & aworshipper, aworker and awitnessfor Christ.



