A LESSON ON HAVING A GOOD TESTIMONY
FROM THE LIFE OF DANIEL"  (Dan.
1:8; 6:4,5,10,16-28)

Whatki ndof testi mmydoy onha ve before others? Does
ith onorG od and influenceothersin theri ghtw ay?When
peopl e meetyo uor soneonementi ons yourname whatd oth ey
thinko f you?

It has-been said that, "There's a Bible character with
whom everyone of us may bea ssoci ated. "T hementio nof some
fol ks nanen atural lym akeso ne think ofJ udas... tomention
another onethi nks ofthe Pharise es, critca | and faul t-
finding. The menti onof othe rsre mndso ne oft he rebell ious
crowd associated wit hKorah.B uts ome wouldrem indus ofthe
disciples...

You have probab | yheard soneones ay,"ldon' t care what
peoplet hinkab outmeasl ong aslk nowit isn't true. " But
whenitc omes to serving theL ordan d bei nhgu sed of Himitis
vitally i mporta ntfor ust o have ag oodtest i monyb efore
others. Wena perso nd oesn'tpr esent ag oodt esti nony bef ore
ot hers hec an be a great hindrance foro therst o cone tok now
theLord.His life canbe conea spir it ual stunblin gbl ock
rathert hana spirit uals tepping stone. As we | ookatth el if e
ofD anielw e find ani Ilustratio nof aman ofG od who
presentedago od testinonyb eforeot hers. Notice two things

whi ch weres ai dof Daniel, "an exce | lent spirit was found in

him" (Dan. 6:3) and he was, "a man greatly belov ed" (10:11) .
Now | want you to see how important it is to have a good

testimony before others.B  utjust howdoeso negoa boutto
acquire this?1  believe if wewil Il ookat Danielsl i fe we

can find this answer. How do you get to have a good testimony?
Noti ce...
| . THE SECRET OF DANIEL' S GOOD TESTIMONY ( Dan. 1: 8)

Daniel had purposed in his heart that he-would not defile
himself in disobeying God's Word. He had said, as it were, "|
have already made up my mind about certain things and God
being my help, I'm not going to do them." Daniel knew what the
Word of God said prohibiting certain foods for His people and
he was determined to honor God by obeying His Word. So in



order to do this he sought a way around the orders which the
king had given concerning him and his Hebrew brethren who were
captives in a foreign land.

Someone has said." if you have your mind already made up about
things, the devil's temptations are easier to fight off."

This is what God's people in our day need to do. W& need
to purpose inou r heartsan d have ourminds rmade up about
certain things . W e need to say, " by God's help, ' m not
going to drink or dodrugs. I'm going to keep my sel fpure
for my husband or wife to be. | "mnot goingtoc  ommit

adulteryo rf ornicationorl 'mnotg oingt obeach urch
tranp.B yGod's hel pl "mgoingt o be in church Sunday
mornin gs, Sun day nigh ts,an d Wealnesday nig htsif pos sible'
I'm not going to sit home when | ought to be in ch urch."
This is thes ecret toha vin g a good tes timonybef ore others
- it is to purpose iny ourh eartah eado ft inmea bouts inful

things.T henwhent enptationc onesi twill find nofer til e
soi | in whichto grow. | believeth i siswhyJoseph did not
lose his testimo ny when Potiphar’ s wife madehera dvances

towardhim.lbeli eve this is why Shadra ch, Me shach. and
Abednego woul d not bow down and wo r ship Nebuchadn ezzar's

golden image. I b elieve if you and lacquireag ood
testimony and keep it we've got to dowhatDanie Id idand
purpose in our hearts about ¢ ert ain thi ngs befo re God.

[I.  THE SAYING WHICH DANIEL'S ENENE S DECLARED ABOUT HM
(Dan. 6:4)5)

What a testimony Daniel had! When his enemies looked at

his life to find somethingto throw athi mor use agains t
himth ey coul dn't fin d any fault in him. He was said to be
faithful. He rightly discharged his duties and fulfilled

his responsibilities. Moreover, he had a excellent spirit

in whatever he did. He didn't go around complain i ng and
grumbling or g ri ping about his wor k. He didn't h ave a
critical spirit, a selfish spirit, a bitter spirit, an

ungrateful spirit, or a rebellious spirit, he had an
excellent spir it! Wecan't helpfr ombein g reminded oft he
tes timonyof our Lordwh en we read of what was said of

Daniel. He was Christ-like in how he lived his life

before others. Nowj ustsu ppose yourw orst enemies were to
scr uti niz e your li fe andse arch for something to use

against you. What would they find? Would there be some

way about you that would render your witness for Christ

as void ? Would they find the



kind of spirit t hat a Christian ought to possess ? Orwould
they bring up sone questio nabl e habity ouh ave and useit to
condemn you sayi ng it s sonething a Christian ought not to

do? Recently | read of an incident where a person was

speaking of what a good testimony a certain young person

had. Another person doubted and questioned whether these

words were true. The person responded by saving "If you

dont believeme, ask his noth er whoi s standingri ght

her e." Ilthasb eensaid , "I f you reallyw ant tok now whatk ind
ofc hara ctera person has just as k those in his family."

What kind of report would your family members give

concerni  ng you?

1. THE STEADFASTNESSWHICH DANIEL DISPLAYED UNDER
PRESSURE (Dan. 6:10)

Ther ealm easure ofo urc haracter isn od oubtr eveal edwhenwe
findo urs el fco nfronted with v ar i ous temptation and trials

and we aretem  pt ed or coerced a nd pre ssuredto do certa in

thi ngs.

Danielw aspres surednott o pray toGod for someth irtydaysb vy
orderof thek in g sd ecr ee whic h his enemies had schening |y
pro dded himt o enact. To do so would placehi s li fe in

jeo pardy.Butwh at did Dani eld o? Danie | kepton doi ng what he
had been accus t oned to doing. H e ¢ ontinued to pr ay three  times
a day just as he had al ways done in th e past.

Herein liesa principle inhavinga goodte stinonyb ef ore

ot hers.D anielk ept onsp endingti newith God. Da  ni el didn't
deviate from h isusual andrigh tfulroutine. Thi Si sthe big
problemof man yi nourday - th eysimply arenot consistent.
They aren otc onsistenti nattendi ngc hurch,t hey aren ot
consistenti nt heirg iving,i nt hee xanplet heys houlds et
beforet heirl ovedones.N otef ail uret ob ec onsist entw asthe
pro ble mthat led Davi d to do wrong.

Notonlywas D  ani el consistent but he spenttime wi th God. This
is the reason for a mul tit ude of probl emsfo r Gad's people in
ourda y - they are not spendingti mewithGod. T hey don’'th ave
adailydevotionalt imewheret heyr ead God' sWord and pray-
Here'sa redfl ag to serve asa waning. Whenp eople stop
spending tine wt h God,th ey re notg oing to have mwh of a
tes timonyforGo d.




IV.THE SALVATION AND SUCESS WHICH DANIEL ENJOYED DESPITE THE
EFFORTS OF HIS ENEMIES (Dan.6:  16- 28)

TheBi blesay s, "nomatt er ofh urt was found uponhi m, because
he believed in his God"(6 :23). Danielwass avedfr omthe mouth
ofthel ionsan dhisenemi eswere destr oyed because he belie ved
in Godan d honored Gaod in hisl ife.Noti ce herein is a gre at

pri nci plewhi ch we may apply toou r ownli ves. Gad toldEI],

“fo r themwhoho norme Iwi |lh onor, and theywhode spise me
shal | be lightly estee ned" (I Sam. 2:30). ThethreeHe brew,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. were also saved from thef iery
furn ace because theya | so refu sed to worship Nebuchadnezzars
image .Noto nly was Daniels paredd estr uctionf or honorin gGodi n
hisl if e,b ut he als o prosperedfo r avery longti ne(Dan.

6:28). | believ ea testmo nyofh onoring Godinour li veswil |
noto nlys pareu s destruction, but | believei twi Il als oc ause
us to prosper spi rituallyHo  w prosperous spiri tuall y areth ose

who have not estinony forth eL ord? Notv erymuch!B ut when a
person hasa good te stimayt here's nol imitt oho w Godcanuse
them to touch and impact the lives of others.| bel i eve after

lo okinga tD aniel s life wec an see thev alueof havin g a good
testimony and honoring God in our lives. The question for us to

consider now is this - do I have the kind of testimony that

honors God and is my life influencing ot hers int he ri ghtw ay?l f
not,th enade cisioni s nosta ssuredlyi n order.




