
A LESSON ON HAVING A GOOD TESTIMONY 
FROM THE LIFE OF DANIEL" (Dan . 

1:8 ; 6: 4, 5,10 , 16-2 8)  
 
 

What ki nd o f t esti mony do y on ha ve bef or e ot her s? Does 
it h onor G od and i nf l uence o t her s in t he ri ght w ay? When 
peopl e meet yo u or someone menti ons your name what d o th ey 
th i nk o f you? 

It has-been said that, "There's a Bible character with 
whom everyone of us may be a ssoci at ed. " T he ment io n of some 
fo l ks name n at ur al ly m akes o ne t hi nk of J udas. . . to mention  
another one thi nks of the Pharise es, critica l and f aul t-
finding. The  ment i on of othe r s re mi nds o ne of t he r ebell i ous 
cr owd associ at ed wit h K or ah. B ut s ome would rem i nd us  of the 
disciples...  

You have  probab l y heard  someone s ay, " I don' t care what 
people t hink ab out me as l ong as I k now i t i sn' t t r ue. " But 
when it c omes t o ser vi ng t he L or d an d bei ng u sed of Him it is  
vitally i mporta nt for  us t o have a g ood test i mony b ef ore 
others. When a perso n d oesn' t pr esent a g ood t esti mony bef ore 
ot her s he c an be a gr eat hi ndr ance f or o t her s t o come to k now 
th e L or d. H i s l i fe can be come a  spir it ual st umbl in g bl ock 
ra t her t han a spi r it ual s t eppi ng st one. As we l ook at th e l if e 
of D ani el w e f i nd an i l lu st r at io n of a man of G od who 
pr esent ed a go od t est i mony b ef or e ot her s. Not i ce t wo t hi ngs 
whi ch wer e s ai d of Daniel, "an exce l lent spirit was found in 
him" (Dan. 6:3) and he was, "a man greatly belov ed" (1 0:11) . 
Now I want you to see how important it is to have a good 
testimony before others. B ut just  how does o ne go a bout to  
acquire t his? I  believe if  we wil l l ook at Daniel's l i fe we 
can find this answer. How do you get to have a good testimony?  

Noti ce...  

I . THE SECRET OF DANIEL ' S GOOD TESTIMONY ( Dan. 1: 8)  

 Daniel had purposed in his heart that he-would not defile 
himself in disobeying God's Word. He had said, as it were, "I 
have already made up my mind about certain things and God 
being my help, I'm not going to do them." Daniel knew what the 
Word of God said prohibiting certain foods for His people and 
he was determined to honor God by obeying His Word. So in 



order to do this he sought a way around the orders which the 
king had given concerning him and his Hebrew brethren who were 
captives in a foreign land.  

Someone has said." if you have your mind already made up about 
things, the devil's temptations are easier to fight off." 
This is what God's people in our day need t o do. We need 
to pur pose in ou r hear ts an d have our m i nds made up about 
certain things . W e need to say,  " by God's help, I ' m not 
going to drink  or do drugs. I'm  going to keep my sel f pure  
for my husband  or wife to be. I ’ m not  going to c ommit 
adul t er y o r f or ni cat i on o r I ' m not g oi ng t o b e a ch ur ch 
t r amp. B y G od' s hel p I ’ m going t o be i n chur ch Sunday 
mornin gs, Sun day nigh t s, an d Wednesday nig hts if  pos sible' 
I'm not going to  sit home when I ought to be in ch urch." 
Thi s i s t he s ecr et to ha vin g a good tes t imony bef ore othe r s 
-  i t i s t o pur pose in y our h ear t ah ead o f t i me a bout s i nf ul 
t hi ngs. T hen w hen t empt at i on c omes i t w i l l find no fer t il e 
soi l i n which to grow. I believe th i s is why Joseph did not 
lose his testimo ny when Potiphar' s wife made h er a dvance s 
towa r d h i m.I beli eve t hi s i s why Shadra ch, Me shac h. and 
Abednego woul d not bow down and wo r ship Nebuchadn ezzar's 
golden image. I b elieve if you and I acquire a g ood 
testimony and keep it we've got  t o do what Danie l d id and  
purpose in our  hearts about c ert ai n thi ngs befo r e G od.  

II. THE SAYI NG WHI CH DANIEL'S ENEMIE S DECLARED ABOUT HIM 
(Dan . 6: 4,5)  

What a testimony Daniel had! When his enemies looked at 
his life to find someth i ng to  t hr ow at hi m or use agains t 
him th ey coul dn' t fin d any f aul t i n him . He was said to be 
faithful. He rightly discharged his duties and fulfilled 
his responsibilities. Moreover, he had a excellent spirit 
in whatever he did. He didn't go around complain i ng and 
grumbling or g r i ping about his wor k. He didn't h ave a 
critical spirit, a selfish spirit, a bitter spirit, an 
ungrateful spirit, or a rebellious spirit, he had  an 
excellent spir i t ! We can' t help fr om bein g r emin ded of t he 
tes t imony of  our Lord wh en we read of  what was said of 
Daniel. He was Christ-like in how he lived his life 
before others. Now j ust su ppos e your w ors t enemi es were t o 
scr uti niz e your li fe and se arch fo r something to use 
against you. What would they find? Would there be some 
way about you that would render your witness for Christ 
as void ? Would they find the  



kind of spirit  t hat a Christian  ought to possess ? O r would  
they bring up some questio nabl e habit y ou h ave and use it  to 
cond emn you sayi ng it' s someth i ng a Christian ought not to 
do? Recently I read of an incident where a person was 
speaking of what a good testimony a certain young person 
had. Another person doubted and questioned whether these 
words were true. The person responded by saving "If you 
don't bel i eve me , ask hi s moth er who i s st anding ri ght 
her e." It has b een said , "I f you re al ly w ant t o k now what k i nd 
of c hara cter a   person has just as k those in his family." 
What kind of report would your family members give 
concerni ng you?  

III. THE STEADFASTNESS WHICH  DANIEL DISPLAYED UNDER 
PRESSURE (Dan. 6:10) 

The r eal m easur e of o ur c har act er i s n o d oubt r eveal ed w hen w e 
f i nd o ur s el f co nfronted with v ar i ous temptation  and trials  
and we are tem pt ed or coerced a nd pre ssur ed to  do certa i n 
thi ngs.  

Daniel w as pres sur ed not t o pray t o God  for some th i r t y days b y 
order of  the k in g’ s d ecr ee whic h his enemies had scheming l y 
pro dded hi m t o enact. To do so  would pl ace hi s li f e in 
jeo par dy. But wh at di d Dani el d o? Danie l kept on  doi ng what he 
had been accus t omed to doing. H e c ontinued to pr ay three  times 
a day just as he had  al ways done in th e past.  

Her ei n l i es a  pr in ci pl e i n h avin g a  good te st i mony b ef or e 
ot her s. D ani el k ept on sp ending ti me with God. Da ni el didn't  
deviate from h i s usual  and righ t f ul routine. Thi s i s the big  
problem of man y i n our day -  th ey simply  are not  consistent. 
They ar e n ot c ons i st ent i n a t t endi ng c hur ch, t hey ar e n ot 
consi st ent i n t hei r g i vi ng, i n t he e xampl e t hey s houl d s et 
bef or e t hei r l oved o nes. N ot e f ail ur e t o b e c onsi st ent w as the 
pro ble m t hat l ed Davi d t o do wrong.  

Not only was D ani el consistent but he spent time  wi th God. This  
is the reason for a mul t it ude of pr obl ems fo r God's peopl e i n 
our da y -  the y are not spending ti me wi t h G od. T hey don’ t h ave 
a d ai l y d evot i onal t i me w her e t hey r ead G od' s Wor d and pray-  
Her e' s a r ed fl ag t o ser ve as a  warn i ng. W hen p eopl e sto p 
sp endi ng t i me wit h God, th ey' r e not g oin g t o have much of a 
tes t imony for Go d.  

 



IV. THE SALVATION AND SUCCESS WHICH DANIEL  ENJOYED DESPITE THE  
EFFORTS OF HIS ENEMIES (Dan. 6: 16- 28)  

The Bi ble say s, "n o matt er of h urt was f ound upon hi m, because 
he bel i eved in hi s God" (6 : 23).  Dani el was s aved fr om the  mouth 
of the l i ons an d h is enemi es were  destr oyed becau se he bel ie ved 
in God an d honor ed God i n hi s l i fe .N oti ce her ein i s a gre at  
pri nci ple whi ch we may appl y to ou r own 1i ves. God t ol d E l i, 
"fo r t hem who ho nor m e I wi l l h onor, and t hey who de spise me 
sha l l be lightly estee med" (I  Sam. 2:30). The three He brew, 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. were also saved from t he f i ery 
furn ace beca use th ey a l so r efu sed to wor ship Nebuchadnezzar's 
image .No t o nl y was Dani el s par ed d estr uct io n f or  honor in g G od i n 
hi s l if e, b ut he als o  prospered fo r a very l ong ti me (Dan. 
6:28). I  believ e a testimo ny of h onoring God i n o ur li ves w il l 
not o nl y s pare u s dest r uct i on, but I bel i eve i t wi l l als o c ause 
us to prosper spi r itually.Ho w pr ospero us spi ri t uall y are th ose 
who have no t est i mony f or th e L or d? Not v er y m uch! B ut when a 
per son has a good te st i mony t her e' s no l i mit t o ho w God can use 
them to touch and impact the lives of others.I bel i eve af t er 
lo oki ng a t D ani el' s l i f e we c an see th e v al ue o f havin g a good 
testimony and honoring God in our lives. The question for us to  
consider now is this -  do I have the kind of testimony that 
honors God and is my life influencing ot her s i n t he ri ght w ay? I f 
not , th en a de ci si on i s most a ss ur edly i n or der.  


